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4
              this volume presents materials 
       to illustrate issues addressed in    
       Now we are iN charge prOjeCt:   
       theOretiCal framewOrK,   
                a research into innovative flt methods

NOW WE ARE IN CHARGE: 
what it is all aBOUt

Olga Kulchytska

This book is the result of the joint effort of my fifth- and fourth-year English major stu-
dents and me. The idea was mine and so was the editing. My students chose the topics 

for discussion and looked for authentic texts on the Internet (they come from British and Ameri-
can sources, which accounts for some lexical, grammatical, spelling and punctuation differences): 
Oksana Krokhmalna – unit 1; Iryna Brushnevska, Yuriy Velykoroda – unit 2;  Uliana Vatamaniuk – 
unit 3;  Yuliya Voskoboinyk – unit 4; Oksana Dolna – unit 5;  Oksana Pavliak – unit 6; Liubov Volovo-
diuk – unit 7;  Iryna Savchak, Liuba Shpilchak, Rita Yefimova – unit 8; Oksana Tanchuk – unit 9; Iryna 
Karpyuk – unit 10; Olga Bandura – audio materials; Oksana Shturnak, Yuliya Bronovska, Sviatoslav 
Gulko – technical assistance. Together, we worked on the drills, tasks and activities of the textbook. My 
colleagues Yakiv Bystrov and Yuriy Hlovatskyy assisted us with editing the texts and the dissemination 
of the idea of the project. Every attempt was made to include texts  and materials that were available  
from non-copyright sources. This is a non-profit project, its aim is to spread  knowledge and to share 
experience,  all the materials are used for academic purposes.

NOw we Are iN ChArge project was launched about twelve years ago. Once my student 
cited Bruce Wilson, an Australian educator who said: a teacher needs to use approaches that en-
able young people to take responsibility for their learning. a teacher needs to negotiate a contract 
with young people, rather than impose her/his standards. Generations of our students have been 
raised in accordance with the principle: do as you are told. I know only too many cases when ad-
vanced teachers’ attempts to democratize their classroom procedures fell pitifully flat. Students are 
apt to mistake such spirit of partnership for teacher’s weakness. They start to miss classes, ignore 

From the archive of the project. 2007From the archive of the project. 1997

Introduction



5
their homework, develop attitude of familiarity towards their 
teachers. In my opinion, freedom involves responsibility. We 
should give our students more freedom, but it should be free-
dom of creation. Higher quality of education cannot be achieved 
without changing the philosophy of the teacher and the learner – 
active partnership in seeking for knowledge vs. the philosophy 
of knowledge provider and passive receiver; encouraging indi-
vidual choice and decision making vs. controlling and manipu-
lating students; professional and student honesty vs. cheating 
and plagiarism. We are not supposed to spoon-feed students 
with facts, but to develop their creative thinking and ability to 
acquire knowledge on their own.

Much has been said and written about academic corrup-
tion, a hydra, one of whose heads is cheating. The monster can 
be quite successfully fought if we give students more freedom 
in choosing subjects, topics, learning materials, if we make 
them responsible for what they do.

This project is about working independently and being in 
charge. The textbook schema is subject to change and each year 
we negotiate it before starting work on the project. Typically, a 
student or a team of students chooses a topic and starts work-
ing on the tasks. My role is that of an adviser and editor. When 
a unit is ready, it is presented to the class; students in charge 
perform as teachers. It takes us three to six teaching periods to 
study a unit. Then another student or team takes over.

Nobody is perfect; we have our peaks and valleys too. But 
the very choice of topics suggests my students’ social concern 
and critical thinking. Working on the projects and presenting 
the results in class, my students actually perform as suppliers of 
new teaching materials, implementers of new classroom tech-
niques, and clients of the innovation. In my case, the practice 
proves helpful in developing a new attitude towards education 
and learning.

                                2007 2006

2007

2005

2003

 2005

2004

2005
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UNit 1
ViVat aCaDemia!

Dilemma
read the text. Then answer the questions and do the tasks.

lectures start on monday
By D. Balsden

Lectures start on the first Monday of the term. Lecturers are sometimes in fashion, 
lectures as such are never in fashion. Why take notes when you could as well read 

it all in a book? Not, of course, that there always is a book. Not that, if there is, you always 
read it. But you could. In some subjects the lecture-list is carefully organized by the Faculty, 
so that all the necessary lectures are given, and given in the terms in which undergraduates 
need them. In other faculties the freedom of the lecturer is not so rigidly curtailed. Let a 
lecturer lecture on whatever subject he chooses. If he hopes for an audience, he will choose 
a subject useful to undergraduates, a subject with a certain breadth, and he will lecture on it 

twice a week. If he does not care about the size 
of his audience and prefers to lecture in some 
small field of learning in which he happens him-
self to be researching or writing a learned paper, 
he will lecture one hour a week.

Dons in general hate lectures as much as un-
dergraduates. That is why they lecture so badly. 
Nobody has ever taught them how to lecture well. 
There is a Delegacy in Oxford for the training of 
schoolmasters and schoolmistresses; there is no 
delegacy for the training of dons.

On the first Monday the lecturer has his 
largest audience for the term. Where there are 
a hundred young men and women today, there 
will, in eight weeks’ time, be no more than five 
or six. Where there is an audience of two today, 
there will perhaps be one next week and, after 
that, no audience at all.

answer the questions below.

•	 Do students really need lectures?
•	 Why do students miss lectures?
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•	 Would you abolish lectures?
•	 Are all teachers good lecturers?
•	 If you were a lecturer, would you let students miss your lectures and get away with it?

give three (four, five…) reasons why students:

a) should attend lectures;
b) miss lectures.

in small groups, discuss the following topics:

•	 Lecturing is an art.
•	 A lecture is a monologue of the lecturer.
•	 Giving lectures is not an easy thing to do.
•	 The less the tutor talks, the better the tutor.

complete the sentences:

•	 If I were a lecturer, I would …
•	 Some students like lectures because …
•	 Some students hate lectures because …
•	 Lectures should be …
•	 Lecturers should (not) …

Dates aND faCts
read the information below.

* Generally called independent schools because of their freedom to operate outside 
of government regulation, private schools in Britain are favoured by a significant number 
of parents because of their academic standards, which are often higher than those found 
in the state sector, and wider opportunities in fields such as sport, drama and music. Many 
independent schools are single-sex (though this is becoming less common).

Independent secondary schools are often – somewhat confusingly – called public 
schools, though this term is primarily used of the older and more prestigious schools, like 
Winchester, Eton, and Harrow. Many of these schools are boarding schools. The reason that 
private schools are called public schools in England is historical. These older schools were 
formed when there was little or no school system; they were called public schools then 
because at that time schooling was really only available for the elite by private tutoring. By 
comparison, these early schools were considered public as opposed to private tuition. The 
name has stuck since, but only in England.

* fagging in British English is used (as a verb and a noun) to refer to a kind of ap-
prenticeship practiced historically within public schools. Younger boys within the school 
“fagged” for the older boys (often prefects) by acting as an unpaid servant, performing 
menial tasks such as cleaning sports kit.

Education is
one of the few things a person

 is willing to pay for 
and not get.

              William Lowe Bryan (1860–1955)
           10th president of Indiana University  

                              (1902 to 1937)

The principal goal of education 
is to create men who are capable of 

doing new things, 
not simply of repeating 

what other generations have done. 
       Jean Piaget (1896-1980) 
                  Swiss cognitive psychologist

With which of the following
do you agree?
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Originally an emulation of domestic household 
task distribution and paternal authority, fagging 
formerly included harsh discipline and corporal 
punishment. Bullying was also sometimes associ-
ated with it. Facing public scrutiny, the practice of 
personal fagging has gradually been discontinued 
during the 1970s and 1980s, but in most schools it 
has been replaced by a system where junior boys 
are required to do tasks for the benefit of the gen-
eral school community.

* The United States does not have a national sys-
tem of education. The function of the federal Depart-
ment of Education is merely to gather information, 
to advise, and to help finance educational programs. 
In the US, education is a “national concern, a state 
responsibility, and a local function”. Educational 
matters are a responsibility of individual states.

* Each university sets its own admission stan-
dards. The best universities – Princeton University 
(NJ), Harvard University (MA), Yale University 
(CT), University of Pennsylvania, University of 
Chicago and others – are extremely competitive 
and highly selective, especially at the graduate 
level.

* A Code of Honor was originally adopted by 
a popular vote of the student body of Birmingham-
Southern College, USA. It was revised in the spring 
of 1995. This revision separated the Honor Code, 
which applies to lying, cheating, and stealing, 
from the policies and procedures applied to social 
behaviour. Its purpose is to present an atmosphere 
in which an individual’s integrity, sense of respon-
sibility, and ability to engage in creative indepen-
dent scholarship can be nurtured. As a student learns 
to handle independence, the student also assumes 
responsibility for his or her actions. Recognizing 
this fact the students, faculty, and administration 
at Birmingham-Southern College have agreed to a 
system of ethics known as the honor system.

All tests at Birmingham-Southern College are 
conducted under the Honor Code. Instructors leave 
the room during the examination and students are Princeton University, USA

Harrow public school,
Great Britain
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on their honor to do their own work. The Honor Pledge should be abbreviated on the out-
side of the test and signed by the student before handing in the examination. The student 
should leave all books and materials not pertaining to the test either in the hall outside the 
classroom or next to the wall in front of the classroom. Students should take the test in the 
designated classroom except under extenuating circumstances or by prior arrangement.

Use these data to answer the following questions:

•	 Should fee-paying schools be introduced in Ukraine?
•	 What do you think about fagging?
•	 Do you approve of decentralisation practices in education?
•	 Do you believe an honor system is really useful and helpful?
•	 Could such a system work in Ukraine?

laNgUage fUNCtiONs
 get more information on peculiarities of national 
systems of secondary and higher education in great 
Britain and the USa.
Look for information on the educational reform in       
Ukraine.
here are some ways of talking about similarities 
and differences.

similarities
… have smth / many things in common
There isn’t much difference in …
… are more or less the same

Differences
There is a large number of differences between …
… have very little in common
… is nowhere near (+ Noun)
… is a lot bigger / smaller / better etc. than …
… is quite different (from …)

Now use these expressions to discuss the following issues:

•	 How do the Ukrainian and western systems of education differ?
•	 Do you think some specific western practices might be introduced in Ukraine?
•	 How would it change the Ukrainian system of education? the curriculum? social rela-

tions at Ukrainian universities?

WHY STUDY?

The more I study, 
The more I know.

The more I know, 
The more I forget.

The more I forget, 
The less I know.

Why study?
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teXt wOrK
read the text below.

Dumb on Down from Day One

Universities may be accused of “dumbing down”, says Frank Furedy, 
but anti-intellectualism among students is embedded at a much earlier age.

Three years ago I wrote an article entitled ‘What Is University for Now?’ It focused 
on the absence of intellectual challenges in Britain’s universities. I quoted under-

graduates profoundly bored by their university experience and pointed out that, in many 
cases, students could now spend an entire year at university without reading a whole book.

The next day, I received an angry e-mail from a senior university manager who ac-
cused me of ‘deliberately’ confusing the issues. He did not dispute my claim about students 
who don’t read books. Rather, he was upset at my assumption that books should have a 
privileged status in higher education.

As far as I was concerned, the book has become an optional extra for the present-day 
undergraduate. For months afterwards, his letter preyed on my thoughts. I was sure that 
members of the higher education establishment would share some of my misgivings about 
the fall of standards and would be likely to feel embarrassed by the way that university life 
was becoming so evidently banal. But my correspondent’s unexpected disparagement of 
studying books made me think again.

I did not have to look hard to realize that the fatal of dumbing down in higher edu-
cation begins much earlier on in life. I am continually taken aback by the sense of low 
expectations that we transmit to youngsters. In a recent discussion I had with the parents 
of six and seven-year-olds, one primary school struggling to maintain a decent standard of 
teaching was denounced for ‘putting children under pressure’ and being ‘too competitive’. 
It is not uncommon to find children as young as five or six described as ‘not academic’ by 
adults who seem keen to lower these youngsters’ ambitions. Sadly, all too many schools 
accommodate this sentiment.

The cumulative effect of lowering pupils’ expectations becomes evident when they 
leave school. It was reported that a third of Confederation of British Industry members have 
had to pay for extra English and maths lessons for recruits aged 16 to 19. Nearly half of all 
British universities are forced to put on remedial classes in English and maths for first-year 
students because so many do not possess the literary and numerical skills expected of un-
dergraduates. A study published by York University indicates that A-level maths standards 
have dropped so far that B-grade students score little better in basic university tests than if 
they were guessing the answers. A survey of vice-chancellors indicated that a significant 
proportion of first-year students are struggling with grammar and cannot write essays.

Many academics are struck by the general lack of knowledge and feeble grasp of his-
tory of the current generation of undergraduates. Youngsters have become estranged from 
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history. In a recent survey of 10- to 14-year-olds, one in four did not know that D-Day was 
something to do with the Second World War. Another survey of secondary school children 
from both the state and independent sectors found that a quarter of those asked did not 
know that the First World War occurred in the 20th century. A survey of 6- to 14-year-olds 
found that 65% could not name one classical composer. And so it goes on.

By the time students arrive at university, it is hard to catch up on all the things that they 
have not learnt at school. It was reported that, as more schools make language classes non-
compulsory, more children are dropping languages altogether. Is it any surprise that 75% 
of universities have been forced to axe language courses over the past three years? Places 
on exciting exchange programmes with European universities remain unfilled because we 
cannot find enough undergraduates able to follow lectures in a foreign language.

Yet, despite all evidence, those who claim that British institutions are dumbing down 
are likely to be told that they are sadly out of touch with the real world. Government min-
isters and the leading voices of the British cultural elite seem unable to face the truth. They 
assert that young people are far better educated than in the past.

Strangely, there is no such reluctance to recognize dumbing down in America. Com-
mentators often represent President George W. Bush as the personification of dumb Amer-
ica. And, of course, we have all been told many times that a lot of Americans are stupid 
white men.

This sentiment appeared to be confirmed a couple of years ago when the National 
Geographic Society published a survey that only 17% of Americans could find Afghanistan 
on a world map. For many British commentators, this was another example of the dumb 
America. What they failed to point out was that Britain did poorly in the same quiz. It      
finished bottom of the European countries surveyed.

The real problem we face is not so much the decline of standards. It is the tendency of 
British institutions to accommodate a regime of low expectations. This trend is particularly 
striking in higher education where declining standards are masked through the increase in 
the number of graduates receiving 2.1 and first-class degrees.

Some academics have even called for replacing essays and exams with modes of as-
sessment that are more likely to 
flatter student performance. Soon 
multiple-choice-question-based 
tests will displace the essay-fo-
cused exams.

‘A bit dodgy’ is how Charles 
Clarke, the education secretary, 
has described the idea of educa-
tion for its own sake, while as-
serting that his government has 
no interest in supporting ‘the me-
dieval concept of a community of 
scholars seeking truth’. From the archive of the project. 2008



Throughout the education system, desperate attempts are being made to ensure that 
the situation appears under control. This is why standards and the system of assessment are 
continuously reconfigured to ensure students succeed.

But this cynical orientation towards education does no favours to young people in Brit-
ain. Like previous generations, they are ready to be intellectually challenged and stretched. 
But instead of providing them with an education worthy of their aspirations, all that we 
offer them is yet another face-lift to the examination system.

In as much as it means anything, dumbing down does not refer to the intelligence of 
people. Rather it is a statement about the way that leading British institutions promote a 
mode of low expectations.

Comprehension Check
Say whether these statements about the text are true or false.

•	 Students are bored by their university experience because they could now spend an 
entire year without reading a whole book.

•	 Books haven’t a privileged status in higher education because they have become an 
optional extra for the present-day undergraduate.

•	 Because of the fall of standards, university life is becoming so evidently banal.
•	 Adults seem keen to lower youngsters’ ambitions by not putting children under pressure.
•	 One research conducted by York University shows that A-level students score B-grades 

in basic university tests by guessing the answers.
•	 Many academics are struck by youngsters having become estranged from history.
•	 As more schools make language classes non-compulsory, more children are dropping 

languages altogether which results in unfilled places on exciting exchange programmes 
with European universities.

•	 The author of the article claims that a lot of Americans are stupid white men.
•	 Britain was one of the European countries surveyed by the National Geographic Soci-

ety and it failed the quiz.
•	 Multiple-choice-question-based tests are a more popular mode of assessment because 

they are likely to flatter students.
•	 “The concept of a community of scholars seeking truth” has a positive connotation in 

the context of the article.
•	 The author calls the reconfigured system of assessment another face-lift to the exami-

nation system.
•	 Dumbing down means promoting a mode of low expectations by leading British insti-

tutions.

Vocabulary, Collocations, and word groups
1.  Match the words below to the definitions.

12 Unit 1
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3. put on a remedial class in a subject
4. state and independent sectors
5. receive first-class degrees
 

 2. Match the words below to the definitons.

1. embed
2. misgiving
3. disparagement
4. denounce
5. competitive
6. cumulative
7. estranged
8. reluctance
9. accommodate
10. reconfigure
11. intelligence

A. to try and fix an idea in someone’s mind
B.  lack of enthusiasm, unwillingness to do smth
C.  trying hard to be better than others
D.  persistent doubt and worry that things might go wrong
E.  the combination of knowledge and ability to learn
F.  to accept someone’s points of view on things
G. to rearrange smth to fit into a new system
H.  feeling no connection with smth, losing interest in it
I.  to criticize smth publicly, express disapproval of smth 
J. increasing steadily over a long period of time
K. a belief that smth or someone is not worth doing or dealing with

3. what is the difference between:

1. dumbing down and fall of standards?
2. decline of standards and low expectations?
3. modes of assessment and system of assessment?

4. answer the questions. Pay attention to the underlined items.

1. What classes are optional extras at your department?
2. What happens to a student of Foreign Languages Department who scores low in uni-

versity tests / does poorly in a quiz?
3. What do our students do if they have a feeble grasp of English?
4. How can a student catch up on the learning material s/he missed because of illness?
5. Do you think it is wise to make some of your classes non-compulsory? Which ones?
6. Have you ever applied for any exchange programmes with European / American uni-

versities?
7. Is it difficult for you to follow lectures in a foreign language (e.g. the English language 

history or linguistic and cultural studies)?
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8. Which mode of assessment would you prefer:
a) multiple-choice-question-based tests?
b) essay-focused exams?
c) oral answers in exams?

5.  Translate these sentences into english. Use the vocabulary items, collocations and 
word groups from the text (see exercises 1–4).

1. Багато університетів неспроможні подолати тенденцію до зниження рівня 
вимог. Дослідження підтверджують побоювання викладачів і науковців щодо цьо-
го. 2. Кого все ж таки потрібно звинувачувати у зниженні рівня освітніх стандартів? 
3. Ті, хто хоче навчатись за кордоном, повинні добре володіти іноземною мовою 
хоча б для того, щоб конспектувати лекції. 4. Після тривалої відсутності через хво-
робу студентові було важко опрацювати  пропущений матеріал. 5. Більшість педагогів 
і психологів погоджуються з думкою, що інтелектуальні здібності закладаються в 
дитинстві. 6. Не всі студенти усвідомлюють, що книги повинні відігравати основну 
роль у навчальному процесі. Більше того, дехто вважає їх навіть  необов’язковими. 
7. Недооцінка ролі книг може спричинити падіння рівня знань. 8. Багато 
університетів змушені запроваджувати додаткові курси з історії та мови для 
першокурсників: студенти не знають цих предметів, бо не цікавляться ними. 
9. Як державний, так і приватний сектори освіти зацікавлені у тому, щоб студенти 
брали участь у програмах обміну з європейськими університетами. 10. Сту-
дентів обурило небажання ректорату надати окремим предметам статусу факуль-
тативних. 11. Деякі викладачі не схвалюють заміну написання творів та курсо-
вих робіт тестуванням, оскільки це змінює не тільки форми роботи, але й сиcтему 
оцінювання. 12. Окремі школи просто одержимі духом суперництва, але не можна 
заперечувати, що вони дбають про свою репутацію. 13. Студенти зі слабкими знан-
нями загальноосвітніх предметів не можуть претендувати на диплом першого сту-
пеня. 14. Відсутність інтелектуальних викликів стала причиною незацікавленості 
частини молоді в одержанні вищої освіти. 15. Сукупний ефект недостатньо висо-
кого рівня викладання і заниження вимог, які висуваються до учнів протягом на-
вчання у старших  класах середньої школи, є причиною труднощів, що виникають 
у першокурсників у вищих навчальних закладах. 16. Ми вважаємо неправильним 
використовувати тільки тести для перевірки знання іноземних мов. Навіть студен-
ти зі слабкими знаннями справляються з ними.

DisCUssiON
in class, discuss the problems raised in the article by F. Furedy.

•	 Can you say the same dumbing down is characteristic of Ukrainian schools and uni-
versities?

•	 Is there a gap between the school and the university curricula in Ukraine?
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•	 What difficulties do first-year students face at the university?
•	 Does the university have to train or educate students?
•	 Do you like the idea of non-compulsory classes?

Jigsaw discussion.
 Provide arguments for and against the substitution of multiple-choice-question-
based tests for a more familiar question-answer examination pattern or essay-
focused exam.

ROLE-PLAY
improvise a talk between the rector, Vice-rector, senior university managers, and rep-  

       resentatives of the Student Union.

Discuss the ways of optimizing the process of education: the curriculum; university  
facilities; teaching / learning standards; students’ obligations.

teXt traNslatiON
Translate the text below. in class, work on the final version.

Classroom Cheating:
Ukrainian and american experience

By M. Lyberg and T. Nemolovska

From time to time, American and Ukrain-
ian students rely on various methods to 

complement their knowledge during difficult 
parts of an examination. Smuggling written in-
formation into the examination room is by far 
the most popular method of cheating among 
American and Ukrainian students alike. Arti-
cles of clothing, writing utensils, and sometimes 
even human skin serve as convenient carriers of 
information when students have not had time to 
properly deposit the knowledge into their heads. 
The form of examination particular to the U.S.A. 
and Ukraine each places unique demands on the 
cheater.

Without any serious consequences to dis-
courage it, cheating in the Ukrainian educa-
tional system has developed into an art. Students 
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are willing to share these advancements with each other. Cheating here is communal in 
nature. Among students cheating is not only accepted, but encouraged. On the other hand, 
students in the American system greatly resent attempts at cheating. Lacking any hint of 
social acceptability, cheating in the U.S. tends to be a solitary activity. Many universities 
have an “Honor Code” in place, which obliges a student to report any cheating s/he wit-
nesses. If it is discovered that a student saw someone cheat but did not report it, s/he will 
face the same punishment as the student who cheated. Then again, there is also a rule in the 
U.S. stating that students under 21 years of age are forbidden to consume alcohol. Surpris-
ingly, the Honor Code is taken much more seriously in the academy than the drinking law. 
Nevertheless, few students might report someone they saw cheating, most students would 
discourage someone planning to cheat. Why do American students differ so greatly from 
Ukrainian students in this respect?

The answer is simple. The consequences for the American student caught cheating 
are incredibly harsh. If found with cheat sheets, the American student automatically fails 
the course. They face suspension and possible expulsion from the university. In addition, 
any scholarship money the student has received could be revoked or converted into loans. 
With such harsh penalties, the American student is forced to consider whether cheating is 
really worth it. When a Ukrainian student is caught cheating in most institutions, s/he is 
asked to leave the examination room. Most likely s/he might not be permitted to take the 
rest of the exams.

answer the questions below.

•	 Do you agree with the authors?
•	 Do you treat cheating and other forms of ‘corruption’ as seriously as the authors do?
•	 How does the attitude of the insider differ from that of the outsider?
•	 What do you think of the rule under which a student is obliged to report any cheating 

he/she witnesses?

listeNiNg
Listen to the text Choosing Between a College or a University. Then answer the ques-
tions and do the tasks below.

•	 Words university and college are Latin borrowings. What other Latin proverbs, say-
ings, songs related to academic sphere do you know?

•	 Get some information on the differences in the higher education systems of GB and the 
USA.

•	 Explain the difference between undergraduate and graduate studies (USA). What are 
the British equivalents for the US terms undergraduate student, graduate student?

•	 Speak on the systems of university degrees in GB, the USA and Ukraine.
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essaY writiNg
      Use one of these topics to write an essay. Present your essay in class for comments,                                       
     questions and further discussion.
•	 Problems of the system of higher education in Ukraine.
•	 Problems I face at my department.
•	 The best class I have ever attended.
•	 Which is the best way of getting knowledge – attending classes or self-education?
•	 Academic cheating: Is it that dangerous?
•	Other.

The man who graduates today and stops learning tomorrow 
is uneducated the day after. 

       Newton D. Baker
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