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Передмова

Навчальний посібник ‘O. Henry. Selected Stories’ знайомить читача 
з вибраними творами відомого американського письменника О. Генрі. 
У збірку увійшли такі оповідання: Retrieved Reformation, One Thousand 
Dollars, The Third Ingredient, Buried Treasure, The Trimmed Lamp, The 
Proof of the Pudding, The Guilty Party. У них повною мірою відобража-
ються основні риси літературного стилю письменника, а саме: яскраве 
поєднання напівреалізму, сентиментальності та несподіваної кінців-
ки. Оповідання відрізняються цікавим, оригінальним контекстом. Це 
сприятиме розвитку інтересу студентів до опанування іноземною мо-
вою через читання та опрацювання художніх творів.

Посібник призначений для студентів факультетів іноземних мов 
і філологічних факультетів вищих навчальних закладів освіти і може 
використовуватися паралельно з діючими підручниками для аудитор-
ного та самостійного читання. Автори сподіваються, що він також 
буде корисним усім, хто вивчає англійську мову.

До кожного оповідання розроблений комплекс лексичних, грама-
тичних та комунікативних вправ, завдань, та тестів на розуміння про-
читаного та проблемних ситуацій для обговорення і розвитку навичок 
письма.

Система вправ складається з трьох частин. Перша частина – лек-
сичні та граматичні вправи і завдання, спрямовані на опанування лек-
сики оповідання та засвоєння основних граматичних структур; друга 
частина – тестові завдання на розуміння прочитаного; третя частина – 
питання для обговорення подій, дійових осіб, проблематики творів.

Лексичні, граматичні, комунікативно-творчі вправи диферен-
ційовані та градуйовані за рівнем складності. Система різноманіт-
них завдань забезпечує формування вмінь та навичок використання 
основних синтаксичних, семантичних, граматичних та фонетичних за-
кономірностей англійської мови.

Основними типами лексичних вправ є вправи на вибір лексичної 
одиниці, словотворення, пояснення, знайдення відповідників, синоні-
мів, вживання прийменників, використання основних аспектів грама-
тики, кросворд, переклад.
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Тестові завдання перевіряють увагу студентів при читанні, розу-
міння деталей тексту та мови оповідання.

Завдання для обговорення тексту спрямовані на розвиток комуні-
кативних навичок студентів і навчання їх основам аналізу художнього 
тексту, стимулюють до висловлення особистого відношення до творів 
та їх героїв.

Тексти творів супроводжуються лінгвістичними та стилістичними 
коментарями. Книжкова, архаїчна лексика, діалекти та сленг адапто-
вані до вимог сучасної літературної мови; це допопоже читачеві не 
тільки вдосконалити свою англійську мову, але й відшукати шлях до 
скарбниці американської культури, що закладений у самих творах.

Під час роботи з текстами оповідань, розробки вправ, за-
вдань, коментарів, для тлумачення лексики автори посібни-
ка використовували словники: A. S. Hornby. Oxford Advanced 
Learners Dictionary of Current English / A. S. Hornby. – 
Fifth edition. – Oxford University Press, 1995; English- 
Russian Dictio nary of Synonyms / edited by A. I Rozerman and 
Academician Yu. D. Apresyan. – 4-th edition. – Moscow : “Russky Yazyk 
Publishers”, 1999; Encyclopedia BRITANNICA CD 200 Deluxe і довід-
кові ресурси глобальної мережі ІНТЕРНЕТ.

Автори будуть вдячні усім, хто працює з цим посібником, за від-
гуки та пропозиції щодо його змісту і ефективності.
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O. HENRY 
(1862–1910)

O. Henry is one of the world’s outstand-
ing short-story writers. His works have been 
translated into many languages. He is one of 
the most widely published authors.

O. Henry’s real name was William Syd-
ney Porter. He was born in Greensboro, a 
little town in North Carolina, in 1862. His 
mother died when he was three years old. His 
father spent all his life working on inventions 
of all kinds, none of which were ever a suc-
cess. His aunt had a private school, and en-
couraged him to read. The boy read a lot of 
books written by the writers who were popu-

lar at the time: Brontes, Smollett, Scott, Dickens, Thackeray, Byron.
He was also fond of drawing. He left school at fifteen and became 

a clerk in his uncle’s drugstore. Porter was interested in people and in eve-
rything that went on around him. He was also fond of history and the biog-
raphies of great men. He dreamt to become a writer.

In 1882 he went to Texas to live on a ranch. Two years on the ranch 
acquainted him with cowboy life and cowboy stories of the West. Porter 
also learned to speak fluent Spanish and studied French and German. Later 
he went to the Texan capital Austin, and tried a variety of jobs finally be-
coming a book-keeper in a real-estate farm, and then in the First National 
Bank of Austin. The bank was run very inefficiently and a sum of money 
was found missing. Porter was accused of having embezzled it, and left 
the bank. He went to a neighbouring town, Houston, where he started edit-
ing a short-lived comic weekly journal which he called The Rolling Stone. 
Later he ran a humorous daily column in the Houston Post.

In 1896 he was indicted for alleged embezzlement by the bank for 
which he had worked and fled to Honduras. He returned three years later 
to be with his dying wife, was arrested and spent three years in the federal 
penitentiary in Columbus, Ohio. Here Porter started to write short stories 
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under the pseudonym of O. Henry. His collections of stories became im-
mediately popular.

O. Henry wrote about three hundred short stories. The best of these 
were published in the books: “Cabbages and Kings” (1904), “The Four 
Million” (1906), “Heart of the West” (1907), “The Trimmed Lamp” (1907), 
“The Gentle Crafter” (1908), “The Voice of the City” (1908), “Options”, 
(1909), “Roads of Destiny” (1909), “Whirligigs” (1910) and “Strictly 
Business” (1910). Other collections were published after Porter’s death of 
a wasting disease in 1910: “Sixes and Sevens” (1911), “Rolling Stones” 
(1913), “Waifs and Strays” (1917). O. Henry Memorial Awards were estab-
lished to be given annually for the best magazine stories.

The stories of O. Henry are of the great tradition of American short sto-
ry writing. They consist of a rich mixture of semi-realism, sentiment and 
surprise endings. O. Henry had a genuine sympathy for the downtrodden 
and oppressed which was unusual in writers of his era. And it is an era 
that he depicts with remarkable clarity. His stories are valuable examples of 
true-to-life fiction.

Robert H. Davis, one of his biographers, said: “When I get low-spirit-
ed, I read O. Henry.” Today the desire to read him is as persistent as ever.
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A RETRIEVED REFORMATION

A guard came into the prison shoe-shop where Jimmy Valentine was 
working busily, and took him to the front office. There the warden handed 
Jimmy his pardon, which had been signed that morning by the governor. 
Jimmy took it tiredly. He had spent nearly ten months of a four-year sen-
tence. He had many friends on the outside, so he hoped to stay only about 
three months in prison.

“Now, Valentine,” said the warden, “you’ll go out in the morning. 
Brace up and make a man of yourself, you are not a bad fellow.

Stop cracking safes and live straight.”
“Me?” said Jimmy in surprise. “Why, I never cracked a safe in my life.”
“Oh, no,” laughed the warden. “Of course not. Let’s see now. How 

had it happened that you were on that Springfield job? Was it because you 
wouldn’t prove your alibi? Were you in fear of compromising somebody? 
Or was it simply a case of a mean old jury? It sometimes happens.”

“Me?” said Jimmy. “Why warden, I never was in Springfield in my 
life!”

“Take him back, Cronin,” smiled the warden, “and give him his out-
going clothes. Unlock him at seven in the morning. Better think over my 
advice, Valentine.”

At a quarter past seven on the next morning Jimmy stood in the war-
den’s office. He was wearing a ready-made suit and a pair of shoes given 
by the state.

The clerk handed him a railroad ticket and the five dollar bill. The 
warden gave him a cigar, and shook hands. He wrote down in his books: 
“Valentine 9762”, “Pardoned by Governor”.

Mr. James Valentine was walking in the sunshine paying no attention to 
the songs of the birds, the green trees, and the smell of the flowers. Jimmy 
entered a restaurant, had a chicken dinner there and went to the station to 
take his train. In three hours he arrived at a little town near the state line. 
He went to the café of Mike Dolan and shook hands with Mike.

He got his key and went upstairs, unlocking the door of his room. 
Everything was just as he had left it. There on the floor was still Ben 
Price’s collar-button that had been torn from the detective’s shirt during 
the arrest.
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Jimmy opened a hidden panel in the wall and took out a dust-covered 
suitcase. There was the nicest set of burglar’s tools in it. Jimmy invented 
it himself and it was a real pleasure for him to look at his tools now. It 
had cost him over nine hundred dollars to make all those drills, punches, 
braces and bits, jimmies, clamps, and augers of the latest designs. Jimmy 
was proud of them.

In half an hour Jimmy went downstairs and through the café. He was 
now well-dressed, and carried his dusted and cleaned suitcase in his hand.

A week after the release of Valentine, 9762 there were some cases of 
safe burglary done in Richmond, Indiana, in Logansport and in Jefferson 
City. It was a neat job with no clue to the author. That began to interest 
the police. The bank losses were high enough so it was Ben Price’s class 
of work and he began to investigate the cases. He compared the notes and 
came to the conclusion that the methods of the burglaries were similar.

“That’s Jim Valentine’s autograph. He’s begun his business again. Look 
at that combination knob. Only Jimmy can do such work with his tools. He 
never has to drill but one hole. Yes, I guess, I want Mr. Valentine. He’ll do 
his next job soon”.

Ben Price knew Jimmy’s habits. He had learned them while working 
up the Springfield case. Jimmy Valentine worked in different places, could 
quickly disappear, had no partners and he had a taste for good society. 
That’s why he was difficult to catch.

One afternoon Jimmy Valentine and his suitcase appeared in Elmore, 
a little town in Arkansas. Looking like an athletic young man who came 
home from college, Jimmy went toward the hotel.

A young lady crossed the street, passed him at the corner and entered 
“The Elmore Bank”. Jimmy Valentine looked into her eyes, forgot what he 
was, and became another man. She lowered her eyes and colored slightly. 
There were a few young men of Jimmy’s style and look in Elmore.

Jimmy noticed a boy that was standing on the steps of the bank and 
began to ask him questions about the town, giving him dimes from time to 
time. Soon the young lady came out pretending not to see the young man 
with the suitcase, and went her way.

“Isn’t that young lady Miss Polly Simpson?” asked Jimmy.
“No,” said the boy. “She is Annabel Adams. Her pa owns this bank. 

What did you come to Elmore for? Is that a gold watch chain? I’m going to 
get a bulldog. Got any more dimes?”
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Jimmy went to the Planter’s Hotel, registered as Ralph D. Spencer, 
and took a room. He spoke about his plans to the clerk. He said that he 
had come to Elmore to start a new business. How was the shoe business in 
town? He had thought of the shoe business. Was there an opening?

The clerk was impressed by the clothes and manner of Jimmy and read-
ily gave him information.

Yes, there ought to be a good opening in the shoe line. There wasn’t 
a shoe store in the place. Business in all lines was rather good. Hoped Mr. 
Spencer would decide to live in Elmore. He would find it a pleasant town 
to live in, and the people are very sociable.

Mr. Spencer thought he would stop over in the town a few days and 
look over the situation. No, the clerk needn’t call the boy. He would carry 
up his suitcase, himself; it was rather heavy.

Mr. Ralph Spencer, the phoenix that arose from Jimmy Valentine’s ash-
es – ashes left by the flame of a sudden attack of love–stayed in Elmore, 
and was a success. He opened a shoe store. He had many friends. The wish 
of his heart came true. He met Miss Annabel Adams and fell in love with 
her.

At the end of the year the situation of Mr Ralph Spencer was this: he 
was a noted and respected citizen of Elmore. His shoe business was profit-
able; he and Annabel were engaged to be married in two weeks. Mr Adams 
the typical country banker agreed to their marriage. Annabel was very 
proud of Jimmy. He was at home in the family of Mr Adams and of Anna-
bel’s married sister as if he were already a member.

One day Jimmy sat down in his room and wrote his letter, which he 
mailed to the safe address of one of his old friends in St. Louis:

Dear Old Pal:
I want you to be at Sullivan’s place, in Little Rock, next Wednes-

day night. I want you to do some little matters for me. And also I want 
to present you my kit of tools. I know you’ll be glad to get them – you 
couldn’t buy them for a thousand dollars. Say, Billy, I’ve left the old busi-
ness a year ago. I’ve got a nice store. I’m living honestly and I’m going 
to marry the finest girl on earth in two weeks. It’s the only life, Billy – the 
straight one. I wouldn’t touch a dollar of another man’s money for a mil-
lion. After I get married I’m going to sell out and go West, where there 
won’t be so much danger of having old scores. I tell you, Billy, she’s an 
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angel. She believes in me; and I wouldn’t do another wrong thing for the 
whole world. Be sure to be at Sully’s for I must see you. I’ll bring along 
the tools with me.

Your old friend,
Jimmy.

On the Monday night after Jimmy wrote this letter, Ben Price arrived at 
Elmore to find out what he wanted to know. From the drugstore across the 
street from Spencer’s shoe shop he had a good look at Ralph D. Spencer.

“Going to marry the banker’s daughter are you, Jimmy?” said Ben to 
himself, softly. “Well, I don’t know!”

The next morning Jimmy took breakfast at the Adamses. He was going 
to Little Rock that day to order his wedding suit and buy something nice 
for Annabel. That would be the first time he had left town since those last 
professional “jobs”, and he thought he could do this safely.

After breakfast all the family went downtown together – Mr Adams, 
Annabel, Jimmy, and Annabel’s married sister with her two little daughters, 
aged five and nine. They came by the hotel where Jimmy still lived, and he 
ran up to his room and brought along his suitcase. Then they went on to the 
bank. There stood Jimmy’s horse and buggy and Dolph Gibson, who was 
going to drive him over to the railroad station.

All went inside the railings into the banking-room – Jimmy included, 
because Mr. Adams’s future son-in-law was welcomed everywhere. Jim-
my greeted the clerks and they were very pleased. Jimmy put his suitcase 
down. Annabel, whose heart was full of happiness and lively youth, put on 
Jimmy’s hat, and picked up the suitcase. “Wouldn’t I make a nice travelling 
salesman?” said Annabel. “My, Ralph, how heavy it is! Feels like it was 
full of gold bricks.”

“Lots of nickel-plated shoehorns in there,” said Jimmy coolly, “that I’m 
going to return.”

The Elmore bank had just put in a new safe and vault. Mr Adams was 
very proud of it, and wanted everyone to see it. The vault was a small 
one but it had a new patented door. It fastened with three solid steel bolts, 
a single handle, and had a time lock. Mr Adams explained its workings to 
Mr. Spencer who showed a polite but not too intelligent interest. The two 
children, May and Agatha, were delighted by the shining metal and funny 
clock and knobs.
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While they were busy watching the safe and the vault Ben Price came 
in and was looking between the railings. He told the teller that he didn’t 
want anything but he was just waiting for a man he knew.

Suddenly there was a scream of two of the women. May, the nine-year-
old girl, while playing, had shut Agatha in the vault. She had then shot the 
bolts and turned the combination as she had seen Mr Adams do.

The old banker ran to the handle and tried to pull it for a moment. “The 
door can’t be opened,” he said. “The clock and the combination set haven’t 
been wound”.

Agatha’s mother screamed again hysterically.
“Hush!” said Mr Adams. “All be quiet for a moment. Agatha!” he 

called as loudly as he could. “Listen to me”. During the following silence 
they could just hear the faint sound of the child in the dark vault.

“My darling!” cried the mother. “She will die! Open the door! Oh, 
break it open! Can’t you men do something?”

“There isn’t a man nearer than Little Rock who can open the door,” 
said Mr Adams, in a shaky voice. “My God! Spencer, what shall we do? 
That child – she can’t stand it long in there. There isn’t enough air.”

Agatha’s mother beat the door of the vault with her hands. Somebody 
suggested dynamite. Annabel turned to Jimmy hopefully. To a woman 
nothing seems quite impossible to the powers of the man she loves.

“Can’t you do something, Ralph – try, won’t you?”
He looked at her with a smile on his lips and in his keen eyes.
“Annabel, give me that rose you are wearing, will you?”
She took the bud from her dress and gave it to him. Jimmy put it into 

his vest pocket, took off his coat and pulled up his shirt sleeves. With that 
act Ralph D. Spencer disappeared and Jimmy Valentine took his place.

“Get away from the door, all of you”, he commanded shortly.
He put his suitcase on the table, and opened it out. From that time on 

he seemed not to notice anyone else in the room. He laid out all his tools 
quickly and orderly, whistling to himself as he always did when at work. 
The others watched him silently.

In a minute Jimmy was drilling the steel door. In ten minutes – break-
ing his own record – he threw back the bolts and opened the door.

Agatha was saved.
Jimmy Valentine put on his coat, and walked outside the railings to-

ward the front door. As he went he heard a far-away voice that he once 
knew called “Ralph!” But he didn’t stop.
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At the door a big man stood in his way.
“Hello, Ben!” said Jimmy, still with his strange smile. “Well, let’s go. 

I don’t know that it makes much difference, now.”
And then Ben Price acted strangely.
“Guess you’re mistaken, Mr. Spencer.” He said. “Don’t believe I recog-

nize you. Your buggy’s waiting for you, isn’t it?”
And Ben Price turned and walked down the street.

NOTES ON THE TEXT
1. outgoing clothes – одяг, який видається в’язням при звільненні
2. state line = state border – державний кордон
3. He never has to drill but one hole. – Він ніколи не свердлив більше 

ніж одну дірку.
4. dime – монета в 10 центів
5. pa = father
6. phoenix – міфічний птах, що спалив себе і відродився з попелу 

знову молодим
7. pal – друг, товариш
8. I’m going to sell out – я збираюся продати все своє майно
9. a danger of having old scores – небезпека зведення старих 

рахунків
10. buggy – екіпаж запряжений одним конем для однієї або двох 

осіб
11. downtown – центр міста

ACTIVE WORDS
1. guard – someone whose job is to look after a place or person so that 

no one causes damage, steals anything, or escapes
2. warden – Am. a governor of a prison
3. sentence – a punishment given by a judge, usually involving a period 

of time that a person must spend in prison
4. pardon – an officially decision to forgive someone for committing 

a crime and free them from prison
5. governor – an elected official who is the political head of a state in 

the US
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6. jury – a group of people, usually 12, who judge a court case
7. panel – a flat piece of wood, glass, or other material that forms part 

of something such as a door or wall
8. punch – a tool for forcing nails beneath a surface, or bolts out of 

holes
9. drill – an instrument with a pointed end or cutting edges for making 

holes
10. to brace – to make your body, or a part of it, stiff and strong in order 

to do something that needs a lot of physical effort
11. brace – a revolving tool used especially in the past for making holes 

in things. You usually use a drill now instead.
12. bit – a tool or part of a tool used for cutting or making holes in things 

fitted into a drill or a brace
13. jimmy – a long narrow piece of metal that is used to break a lock or 

force open a window or door
14. clamp – a tool used for holding or fastening two things together firmly
15. auger – a tool used for making holes in wood or in the ground
16. burglary – the crime of entering a building illegally in order to steal 

things
17. to release – to let someone leave a place where they have been kept
18. neat – carefully arranged and looking nice
19. clue – object or fact that someone discovers that helps them solve 

a crime or mystery
20. to investigate – to try to find out the facts about something in order 

to learn the truth about it
21. knob – round handle on a door or drawer
22. sociable – a person who is friendly and enjoys being with other 

people
23. ash – the grey powder that remains after something has burned
24. noted – well known for a particular quality or ability, and usually 

admired
25. profitable – making a profit
26. railing – a fence made of narrow posts supporting an upper bar
27. vault – a strongly protected room in a bank where money, gold, etc is 

kept
28. to fasten – to close a door, gate, or window so that it will not open 

using something such as a lock, or bolt
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29. solid – strong enough not to break or become damaged easily
30. to wind (wound, wound) – to wrap or twist something around itself 

or something else
31. to faint – to suddenly become unconscious for a short time, and usu-

ally fall to the ground
32. bud – a tightly curled up part of a plant that will open to form a leaf 

or flower
33. vest – a piece of clothing with no sleeves or collar worn over other 

clothes
34. sleeve – the part of a piece of clothing that covers your arm
35. to whistle – to make a tune or musical notes by forcing air through 

your mouth

VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR WORK
1. Learn the words given above. Recall the situations from the text in 

which they are used.

2. Practice reading the following words.
Guard [gQ:d], warden ['wO:dn], sign [saIn], governor ['gAv(q)nq], 

month [mAnT], alibi ['xlIbaI], compromise ['kPmprqmaIz], cigar [sI'gQ:], 
café ['kxfeI], pleasure ['pleZq], auger ['O:gq], design [dI'zaIn], release 
[rI'li:s], burglary ['bE:glqrI], knob [nPb], society [sq'saIqtI], athletic 
[xT'letIk], hotel [hqV'tel], bulldog ['bVldPg], phoenix ['fi:nIks], honestly 
['PnIstlI], clerk [klQ:k], vault [vO:lt], wind [waInd], dynamite ['daInqmaIt], 
buggy ['bAgI], whistle ['wIsl], silently ['saIlqntli], guess [ges].

3. Analyse the use of the new words in the sentences.
1. Many people in the crowd fainted in the heat.
2. The jury found him guilty of murdering three people.
3. Sue whistled softly to herself.
4. Do not prune fruit trees when they are in bud.
5. I put on my coat and wound a scarf round my neck.
6. He was jailed for 12 months for burglary.
7. The authorities had recently released two political prisoners.
8. His hair was pulled back into a neat ponytail.
9. We sent a reporter to investigate the rumour.
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10. I’m not feeling very sociable today.
11. I have not taken one dime of his money.
12. He is particularly noted for his water-colours.

4. Fill in the blanks with the active words given in the box.

ashes, solid, wound, clues, downtown, burglaries, braced, jury,  
whistling, neat, wind, investigated

1. Police still have no ____________ as to the identity of the killer.
2. All that remained of the fire was a pile of ____________.
3. We walked along the streets of ______________ Las Vegas.
4. The containers have to be ____________ enough to withstand the 

pressure.
5. The wool was tightly_____________ into a small ball.
6. He faced the angry crowd, his arms folded, his legs_____________.
7. The ____________ returned its verdict after five hours’ deliberation
8. ____________________ are on the increase in the area.
9. I wish you’d stop ________________ that tune!

10. She arranged the papers into three ____________ piles on her desk.
11. All complaints from our customers are ______________ quickly and 

efficiently.
12. I forgot to _______________ my watch. What time is it?

5.	Think	of	the	words	that	fit	definitions	below.	All	the	required	words	
are in the text.

1. a group of people, usually 12, who judge a court case. ________ 
___________________________

2. a flat piece of wood, glass, or other material that forms part of some-
thing such as a door or wall _____________________________

3. a tool for making a hole in something _______________________
4. to make your body, or a part of it, stiff and strong in order to do 

something that needs a lot of physical effort ________________________
5. a part of a tool used especially in the past for making holes in things 

______________________
6. a long narrow piece of metal that is used to break a lock or force 

open a window or door _______________________
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7. a tool used for holding or fastening two things together firmly 
________________________

8. a tool used for making holes in wood or in the ground ________ 
__________________________

9. the crime of entering a building illegally in order to steal things __ 
______________________

10. to let someone leave a place where they have been kept __________ 
_______________________

6. Find the sentences to illustrate the meanings of the verb to release.
1. to let someone leave a place where they have been kept
2. release someone from something
3. release someone on bail (= let someone go free until their trial after 

an amount of money is paid)
4. to let someone leave a hospital or other place where they have been 

having medical treatment
5.  to let an animal leave a place where you have been keeping it
6. release something from something
7. to save someone from a place they are unable to leave
a) The tiger was accidentally released from its cage.
b) The hostages are due to be released at 2 pm today.
c) Two men were arrested and then released on bail.
d) Fully recovered, the birds can now be released back into the wild.
e) The men were released by firemen after becoming trapped in a lift.
f) He will be released from prison in July.
g) He was taken to a local hospital but released after a check-up.
h) He was released from prison in July.

1. ____ 2. ____ 3. ____ 4. ____ 5. ____ 6. ____ 7. ____

7. Fill in the blanks with the words from the text.
A ________ came into the prison shoe-shop and took him to the 

front_________. There the warden handed Jimmy his _________. He had 
spent nearly ten months of a four-year ___________. He had many friends 
on the ____________, so he hoped to stay only about three months in 
_________.

Jimmy was wearing a _________ suit and a pair of _________ given 
by the state.



18

The clerk handed him a _________ ticket and the five dollar 
_________. The warden gave him a cigar, and _________ hands.

Mr James Valentine was walking in the _________ paying no attention 
to the songs of the birds, the green trees, and the __________ of the flow-
ers. Jimmy ________ a restaurant, had a ___________ dinner there and 
went to the station to take his train. In three hours he________ at a little 
town near the _________ line. He went to the ________ of Mike Dolan 
and shook ________ with Mike.

8. Match the halves of the nouns. Recall the situations in which the 
words appeared in the text.

1) bull
2) suit
3) collar
4) drug
5) down
6) rail
7) sales
8) shoe
9) sun

10) every

a) where
b) shine
c) town
d) road
e) man
f) horn
g) store
h) bone
i) case
j) dog

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

9. Choose the most suitable adjective for each space.

hidden, dust-covered, typical, well-dressed, cleaned, noted, profitable, 
respected, neat

1. Jimmy opened a ___________ panel in the wall and took out a 
______ suitcase. There was the nicest set of burglar’s tools in it. proud of 
them.

2. He was now_________ and carried his dusted and_________ suit-
case in his hand.

3. It was a________ job with no clue to the author.



19

4. At the end of the year the situation of Mr Ralph Spencer was this: 
he was a ______ and _________citizen of Elmore. His shoe business was 
_________– he and Annabel were engaged to be married in two weeks. 
Mr Adams the __________country banker agreed his old friends in 
St. Louis.

10. Form the adverbs from the given adjectives.

silent orderly

simple warm

short strange

hopeful ready

hysteric sudden

quick honest

11. Complete this table to make word families. Use a dictionary to 
help you.

Noun Verb Adjective Adverb

burglary

profitable

compromise

conclusion

sudden

sign

pleasant

register

impression

honestly

difference

danger

professional
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Noun Verb Adjective Adverb

combination

safe

successfully

12.	 Which	words	fit	these	categories.
Railing, brace, vault, clamp, drill, safe, handle, bit, auger, bolt, clock, 

code, punch, jimmy, time lock

Banking-Room A Kit of Tools

13.	 Do	 this	 crossword	using	 the	 clues	 to	help	 you	find	 the	missing	
words.

3 4 10
1 8

9 17
11

5 6 12 13

14
7

2 15

16
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Down
1. to try to find out the facts about something in order to learn the truth 

about it
4. someone whose job is to look after a place or person so that no one 

causes damage, steals anything, or escapes
6. a fence made of narrow posts supporting an upper bar
8. a strongly protected room in a bank where money, gold, etc is kept

10. a tool for forcing nails beneath a surface, or bolts out of holes
13. a punishment given by a judge, usually involving a period of time 

that a person must spend in prison
17. a piece of clothing with no sleeves or collar worn over other clothes

Across
2. an officially decision to forgive someone for committing a crime and 

free them from prison
3. a tool used for making holes in wood or in the ground
5. an instrument with a pointed end or cutting edges for making holes.
7. a tool used for holding or fastening two things together firmly
9. a governor of a prison

10. money gained in business
11. object or fact that someone discovers that helps them solve a crime 

or mystery
12. the grey powder that remains after something has burned
14. round handle on a door or drawer
15. the centre of a town or city, especially the business or shopping areas
16. the part of a piece of clothing that covers your arm

14. Suggest the Ukrainian versions for the following.

English phrase Ukrainian equivalent
a dress with long sleeves
the right to trial by jury
a bulletproof vest
yellow rose buds
a door with stained glass panels
the sound of a dentist’s drill
neat and tidy
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English phrase Ukrainian equivalent
search for a clue
cigarette ash
a noted British scientist
a profitable business
the solid stone walls of the church
to wind a watch 

15. What features characterize the main characters of the story? Tick 
the appropriate box.

Qualities Jimmy Annabel Mr Adams Ben Price
inventive
shy
respectable
sociable
noted
quick-witted
clever
intelligent
modest
dignified
skillful
cheerful

16. Write the words in brackets in the correct tense form.
Dear Old Pal:
… I want to present you my kit of tools. I know you _________ 

(be glad) to get them – you __________ (can not) buy them for a thou-
sand dollars. Say, Billy, I _________ (leave) the old business a year ago. 
I _________ (have got) a nice store. I __________ (live) honestly and 
I ________ (go) to marry the finest girl on earth in two weeks. It’s the only 
life, Billy – the straight one. After I ________ (get married) I ________ 
(go) to sell out and go West, where there _________ (not be) so much dan-
ger of having old scores. I tell you, Billy, she ________ (be) an angel. She 
_________ (believe) in me. Be sure to be at Sully’s for I must see you. 
I ________ (bring) along the tools with me.

Your old friend,
Jimmy.
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17. Rewrite the sentences in indirect speech.
1. “Now, Valentine,” said the warden, “you’ll go out in the morning. 

Brace up and make a man of yourself, you are not a bad fellow. Stop crack-
ing safes and live straight.”

2. “Take him back, Cronin,” smiled the warden, “and give him his out-
going clothes. Unlock him at seven in the morning. Better think over my 
advice, Valentine.”

3. “Isn’t that young lady Miss Polly Simpson?” asked Jimmy.
4. “No,” said the boy. “She is Annabel Adams. Her pa owns this bank. 

What did you come to Elmore for? Is that a gold watch chain? I’m going to 
get a bulldog. Got any more dimes?”

5. “Can’t you do something, Ralph – try, won’t you?” asked Annabel.
6. “Annabel, give me that rose you are wearing, will you?” said Jimmy 

with a smile on his lips.

18. Make these sentences complete according to the text.
1. Mr James Valentine was released from prison _________________ .
2. He went straight to ______________________________________ .
3. Jimmy found his  _______________________________________ .
4. He went to the station and  ________________________________ .
5. In Elmore he was known as  _______________________________ .
6. Business in the shoe line was  _____________________________ .
7. Mr. Ralph Spencer fell in love with  _________________________ .
8. He decided to start  ______________________________________ .
9. In the letter to his old pal  _________________________________ .

10. While visiting the Mr Adams’s bank  ________________________ .
11. Jimmy had a chance to  ___________________________________ .
12. Outside the bank  _______________________________________ .

19. Say the same in Ukrainian.
1. ‘Brace up and make a man of yourself.’
2. ‘Stop cracking safes and live straight.’
3. It was a neat job with no clue to the author.
4. He never had to drill but one hole.
5. There was a nicest set of burglar’s set in the wall.
6. The lady lowered her eyes and coloured slightly.
7. He was at home in the family of Mr Adams and of Annabel’s mar-

ried sister as if he were already a member.
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8. I wouldn’t touch a dollar of another man’s money for a million.
9. Annabel’s heart was full of happiness and lively youth.

10. Mr Spencer showed a polite but not too intelligent interest to the 
vault.

11. He laid out all his tools quickly and orderly, whistling to himself as 
he always did when at work.

20. Say the same in English.
1. У нього залишилося багато друзів на свободі.
2. У Елморі було мало чоловіків схожих на Джіммі манерами та 

зовнішнім виглядом.
3. Він сказав службовцю готелю, що приїхав у Елмор відкривати 

власну справу.
4. Його заповітна мрія здійснилася.
5. Джіммі та Аннабель були заручені і збиралися одружитися 

через два тижні.
6. Джіммі жив чесно і кохав найкращу дівчину у світі.
7. Він сказав, що продасть усе і поїде на Захід.
8. Бен Прайс відповів, що йому нічого непотрібно; він просто 

чекає на знайому людину.
8. Він швидко скинув пальто і закачав рукава.
9. З того часу, здавалося, Джіммі не помічав нікого в кімнаті.

10. Джіммі не боявся знову опинитися у в’язниці.

21. Who said the following? Under what circumstances?
“Why, I never cracked a safe in my life.”
“How had it happened that you were on that Springfield job?”
“That’s Jim Valentine autograph. He’s begun his business again.”
“Is that a gold watch chain? I’m going to get a bulldog. Got any more 

dimes?”
“Wouldn’t I make a nice travelling salesman?”
“Lots of nickel-plated shoehorns in there that I’m going to return”.
“The door can’t be opened.”
“My darling! She will die! Open the door! Oh, break it open!”
“Get away from the door, all of you.”
“Guess you’re mistaken. Don’t believe I recognize you. Your buggy’s 

waiting for you, isn’t it?”
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READING COMPREHENSION
Recalling
1. Why was Valentine in prison?
2. Why was he pardoned?
3. Where did he return after his release?
4. Out of prison, how did Valentine support himself?
5. Why was Jimmy proud of his set of tools? Where did he keep it?
6. Has anything changed in the room he had lived before?
7. Why did Ben Brice start looking for Jimmy again?
8. Where did Jimmy move to live?
9. How did Jimmy look like when he arrived in Elmore?

10. What information did Jimmy find out about the place where he wan-
ted to live?

11. What kind of business did he start? Was he successful in it?
12. Why did Valentine decide to give his kit of tools to his old friend as 

a present?
13. Who was he going to marry?
14. What did Annabely father du?
15. What was Mr Adams proud of?
16. What happened to Agatha when the family were examining a new 

vault in the banking-room?
17. Why does Valentine use his old talent once again?
18. Who watched him from behind the railings?
19. Was Jimmy arrested? Why/ Why not?
20. How did the story finish?

ATTENTION CHECK

1. Read the text once, then state whether the sentences given below 
are true or false according to the text.

Express your agreement or disagreement with the following state-
ments. Use: ‘In my opinion’, ‘I agree’, ‘I can’t agree with it’.

1. Jimmy Valentine spent half of his sentence in prison.
2. He was freed by amnesty.
3. After his release he was intended to meet most of his friends on the 

outside.
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4. After leaving prison he went straight to the place where he had lived 
before.

5. He stopped cracking safes and started to live straight.
6. Jimmy took great pride in the costly kit of tools invented by him.
7. The purpose of his coming to Elmore was to master his professional 

skills he had gained before.
8. Meeting with Annabel changed him so much that he decided to quit 

his old job.
9. He became a successful businessman, a respected citizen of Elmore.

10. Jimmy was very much interested in the new bank’s vault of the latest 
design and he was waiting for a moment to unlock it.

11. Money was the only thing that made him marry Annabel.
12. Ben Price arrested Jim after he had unlocked the door.

2. Check your understanding of the text.
1. Jim Valentine spent ______________ in prison.

a) ten months
b) twenty-four months
c) three months

2. The warden handed him _______________.
a) his shoes
b) a cigar
c) his forgiveness

3. Jimmy found his set of tools _______________.
a) in the sofa
b) in the wall
c) in the vault

4. Jimmy Valentine was difficult to catch because he _______________.
a) worked with companions
b) made long jumps
c) he knew the places well

5. When Jimmy arrived in Elmore, he looked like _________________
______________.

a) a man who had just left prison
b) a successful businessman
c) a poor student who had come home from college
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6. On arriving in Elmore Jimmy found out many things about the city’s 
life from ________________________.

a) a young lady
b) a clerk in a bank
c) a lad hanging around outside

7. Jimmy decided to live in Elmore and __________________.
a) open the shoe store
b) build a bank
c) crack safes

8. When Jimmy fell in love with Annabel Mr Adams _______________.
a) approved of their marriage
b) rejected their marriage
c) asked them to postpone their wedding

9. In the letter to his old pal Jimmy wrote that he __________________.
a) was going to crack a new vault
b)  was making an honest living
c)  had duplicated his set of tools for him

10. Jimmy’s future father-in-law _______________________________
________________________.

a) didn’t trust him
b) told him all the combinations of the knobs in the new vault
c) respected him and was happy to see Jimmy among the members 

of his family
11. Agatha had been shut in the vault ________________________.

a) on purpose
b) in a spirit of play
c) because she behaved badly

12. Jimmy Valentine opened the door of the vault because he ________
_________________________.

a) wanted to know the secret code of the safe
b) was eager to save the child’s life
c) decided to demonstrate his unique tools

Reorganization
1. Divide the story into logical parts and make a plan of it. What titles 

for each part can you suggest? Retell the story according to your plan.
2. Imagine that you are Jimmy Valentine. In your own words say
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– why you were imprisoned;
– how you made your set of tools;
– why you decided to stay in Elmore;
– what you felt when you were trying to unlock the vault.

3. Act out the conversations between:
– Jimmy Valentine and the warden in prison;
– Jimmy and the clerk of the hotel in Elmore;
– Annabel and Jimmy while visiting her father’s bank.

Interpreting and Evaluation
1. Do you think that Jimmy was guilty or innocent in Springfield job?
2. Which details show that Ben Price really knew Jimmy’s habits and 

was going to investigate his case?
3. How did the idea of starting a shoe business came to Jimmy’s mind?
4. What urged Jimmy to get his set of tools and unlock the vault?
5. What was the effect on all the people present in the bank when they 

saw Jimmy trying to save the girl?
6. What human characteristics did Jimmy display while saving the 

child?
7. Why does Ben Price pretend not to know Jimmy?
8. Find three details in the story that support the idea that Valentine has 

really changed.
9. Explain the meaning of the story’s title.
10. O. Henry writes, “Mr Ralph Spencer, the phoenix that arose from 

Jimmy Valentine’s ashes – ashes left by the flame of a sudden and attack of 
love – stayed in Elmore and was a success”.

a) What do you know about a mythical bird phoenix?
b) In what way is Valentine like a phoenix?
c) How does this allusion help you predict that Valentine is now truly 

Ralph Spencer?
11. At what point in the story does Valentine become another man? What 

causes this change?
12. People speak of turning points of their lives. Can people really 

change? Support your answer.
13. O. Henry is known by startling his readers with surprise endings.

a) How did you think this story would end?
b) Which clues led to expect this ending?
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c) How did the story really end?
d) Was the ending a surprise for you in this story?
e) Is it believable or unbelievable?
f) What hints did the author give you about the ending without gi-

ving it away?
14. Did you enjoy the story?
15. What passages seemed the most powerful?
16. Relate an incident from the text that you think most impressive.
17. Did the author keep you in suspense to the end?

Reproduction and Composition
1. Tell of an episode of how all the family and Jimmy are examining 

the vault in the bank.
2. Imagine that it was you who had come upon the events similar to 

that described in the passage.
3. Tell the story of Jimmy Valentine’s life.
4. Comment on the author’s words, “To a woman nothing seems quite 

impossible to the powers of the man she loves.”
5. What do the words “It’s the only life, Billy – the straight one” sug-

gest about Jimmy’s views on his life.
6. Write a simplified version of the story in words and expressions with 

which you are familiar.
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