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Вступне слово

Посібник є унікальною у вітчизняній навчально-методичній літературі спробою 
пояснити та систематизувати мовний матеріал (фразові дієслова і синоніми та пов’язані 
з ними фразеологічні одиниці, прислів’я, приказки) щодо вживання найбільш “проблем-
них” у засвоєнні фразових дієслів та синонімів сучасної англійської мови.

Короткі словникові анотації фразових дієслів та синонімів супроводжуються при-
кладами ілюстративного матеріалу з англомовної художньої літератури та низкою вправ 
і тестів для закріплення поданого матеріалу. 

Написання цієї книги має свою історію. Добір теоретичного матеріалу посібника 
було визначено авторами з опорою на словники сучасної англійської мови видавни-
цтва “Oxford” та “Longman”, сучасні словники фразових дієслів, словник синонімів 
сучасної англійської мови, словник фразеологічних одиниць та інші довідкові джерела 
популярних британських видавництв. Практична частина посібника є результатом кло-
піткого, багаторічного підбору матеріалу для практичних занять з практики усного та 
писемного англійського мовлення для студентів старших курсів, які проводилися авто-
рами на факультеті романо-германської філології у Дрогобицькому державному педа-
гогічному університеті імені Івана Франка. Шляхом анкетування студентів та “методом 
спроб та помилок” самих авторів, що працюють над його удосконаленням з часу пер-
шого видання (з 2003 року), були виявлені найбільш важкі у засвоєнні фразові дієслова 
і синоніми та найбільш доступні для засвоєння пояснення особливостей їх вживання. 
Саме така тісна співпраця видавців  довідкової літератури, авторів та студентів й умож-
ливила появу цієї книги.

Мета посібника – виробити у студентів стійкі навички коректного вживання у повсяк-
денному мовленні та на письмі найбільш поширених у сучасній англійській мові фразо-
вих дієслів та пов’язаних з ними фразеологізмів, навчити відчувати і розуміти контексту-
альні відтінки значень синонімів, розширити словниковий запас та розвинути плинність 
мовлення шляхом моделювання тематичних блоків та комунікативних ситуацій.

Методика викладу матеріалу, запропоновані вправи та тести відповідають вимогам, 
що передбачені програмою вивчення іноземної мови на рівнях Upper-Intermediate та 
Advanced (бакалавр та магістр). 

У посібнику реалізовано комплексний підхід до пояснення словникових та контек-
стуальних значень синонімів, систематизовано найновіші граматичні сполучення фра-
зових дієслів, використано інноваційні практики засвоєння мовного матеріалу. У книзі 
також подано індивідуальні навчально-дослідні та практичні завдання, спрямовані на 
формування вмінь у студентів моделювати та відтворювати різні комунікативні ситуації. 

Призначений для тренування та контролю знань з практики усного та писемного 
англійського мовлення студентів старших курсів філологічних факультетів педагогічних 
та мовних вищих навчальних закладів III та IV рівня акредитації. 

Адресований студентам-філологам, корисним буде вчителям англійської мови, 
учням старших класів, усім, хто прагне оволодіти сучасною англійською мовою.
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IDIOMS
An idiom is an expression with the following features:

1. It is fixed and is recognised by native speakers. You cannot make up your own!
2. It uses language in a non-literal – metaphorical – way.

Tin up to my eyes in work at the moment. At the meeting I felt a bit out of my depth. 
I was over the moon when I heard she’d had twins! It broke my mother’s heart to see her 
home burn to the ground.

If you are up to your eyes, you are very busy. If you are out of your depth, you 
might be in the sea, but you are more likely to be in a situation which you do not under-
stand for some reason. If you are over the moon, you are extremely happy about sth. If 
sth breaks your heart, you are very sad about it.

In these examples it is clear that the idiom is a whole expression. This is the tradi-
tional view of idioms. But there is a lot more language which is idiomatic. For example, 
there are lots of individual words with idiomatic uses.

 Literal Use Idiomatic Use
1. The river flooded several villages. The crowd flooded on to the pitch.
2. Piles of rubbish lay everywhere. He’s got piles of money.
3. I love roast potatoes. Euthanasia. Now, that’s a very hot potato!

4. I’ve got an uncle at sea. I’m all at sea.
We are familiar with the idea of heavy rain causing a river 

to overflow and flood the surrounding area; crowds are often 
described as water and the same verb flood is used.

The literal meaning of pile is a heap of sth; piles of money, 
however, simply means lots of money. A hot potato is not for 
eating; it means a controversial issue.

An uncle at sea works on a boat; if you are at sea, it means 
you are in a situation which you do not understand and where 
you cannot cope.

What is a metaphor?

Metaphors exist in all languages. You use them in your own language. A metaphor 
uses one idea to stand for another idea. Above, we saw the simple idea: A crowd is water.

When you have that idea in your mind, the crowd can flow, flood, or trickle.
Firstly, they are important because they are very common. It is impossible to 

speak, read, or listen to English without meeting idiomatic language. This is not sth 
you can leave until you reach an advanced level. All native speaker English is idi-
omatic. Every newspaper is full of metaphorical language. You cannot avoid it or 
leave it till later.
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The second reason is that very often the metaphorical 
use of a word is more common today than its literal use. 
For example, we know that farmers plough their fields, 
but you can plough through a long novel or report; you 
can plough on with your work; you can plough money 
into a business; profits can be ploughed back into a com-
pany; a lorry can plough into a row of parked cars. Using 
plough in its literal farming meaning is now much rarer 
than all its other non-literal uses. But it is important for 
you to know the literal meaning. Often the literal mean-
ing creates a picture in your mind and this picture makes 
the other meanings easier to understand.

Animals

1. My sister lives just outside London. When I visited my brother in London, I decided 
to kill two birds with one stone and go to see her as well.
• to fulfil two purposes with one action
Swat that fly before it lands on the butter.
a fly in the ointment, i.e. the only thing that spoils sth
to die/ fall/ drop (off) like flies, i.e. die/ collapse in very large numbers
(to like/ love) to be a fly on the wall, i.e. be able to watch what happens without other 

people knowing that you are there
She would not hur/ harm a fly, i.e. she is not likely to hurt anyone.

2. “I can’t understand why Liz wants to spend most of her evenings in that disco.” – 
“Well, birds of a feather flock together, as you know – I’ve always said that your 
picture of her as basically a home-loving, cocoa-drinking wife and mother is wildly 
wrong.”
• (often derog.) people who have the same interests, ideas, etc. are attracted to each 

other and stay close together
3. The police were accused of using the anti-terrorist legislation to play their own cat-

and mouse game with the Irish population of Britain.
• to play cat and mouse with sb: to confuse sb intentionally, deceive sb, esp. by keep-

ing them from realizing what is actually happening to them
4. Gone are the days when the photographer’s “Smile, please” kept us transfixed, grin-

ning like a Cheshire cat, while he was fiddling with his camera.
• (rare) a very wide smile
cf. to grin broadly, cheekily, mischievously. From Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 

(1865) by Lewis Carroll.
5. For the time being there was no fear of public alarm, and for this reason the Prime 

Minister resolved to let sleeping dogs lie.
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• do not provoke, disturb or interfere with sb/ sth that is giving no trouble though he/ 
she/ it might, or could, do so

6. He’s good at playing tennis in private, but playing in public is a different kettle of fish.
• Note: a fine/ pretty kettle of fish: a troublesome situation, a vexing problem. It usu-

ally occurs in the expression:
This is a fine kettle of fish. My husband is not come to meet me at the train station, 

and there is no phone for me to call him.
7. They got into the palace in broad daylight, and made monkeys out of the security 

men.
• to cause to appear to be silly or foolish

8. I had butterflies in my stomach when I went to see my boss this morning.
• to feel nervous, anxious, etc., esp. when waiting for sb/ sth

9. She would not believe what the neighbours said her husband had done. She wanted to 
hear it straight from the horse’s mouth/ right from …
• from the person most closely connected with the subject being discussed
cf. I only heard the news at second hand. I got the news second hand.

10. It really gets my goat I feel I’m still a little girl at home, with my parents telling me 
what time to go to bed.
• to annoy greatly

11. His wife never has time to get bored. She’s as busy as a bee from morning to night.
• very busy

12. The policeman smelt a rat when the man said he hadn’t been out all night – but there 
was fresh mud on his boots.
• to suspect that sth is wrong, that sb is trying to deceive one, etc.

13. Stop chasing red herrings and get back to the point.
• a red herring: a suggestion, piece of information, etc., introduced into a situation in 

order to draw sb’s attention away from the truth or more important part of the situa-
tion

cf. to draw a red herring across sb’s path
14. He wants to see which way the cat jumps before he makes a decision.

• (slightly old-fashioned) to see what other people are doing or taking, esp. before one 
acts or makes known one’s plans

cf. to see which way the wind is blowing
15. When I say I don’t understand I suppose I might as well go the whole hog and confess 

that sometimes I don’t even grasp the simplest economic proposition.
• to do sth as completely and thoroughly as possible
hog: pig bred for meat, esp. a male castrated pig
cf. sow – boar – piglets
cf. roadhog

16. She was like a cat on hot bricks before her examination.
• very nervous or worried
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17. In my patched jeans and my torn leather-jacket I felt like a fish out of water among 
all those elegantly dressed people.
• awkward because in a situation one is not accustomed to

18. It’s quite possible that you will get the contract, but don’t count your chickens 
before they are hatched.
• do not believe or expect that success, victory, etc. is certain until it really happens

19. Jim Wooderson stirred up a real hornet’s/ hornets’ nest when he questioned the 
salaries paid to the council officials.
• a hornets’ nest: a great deal of trouble

20. I don’t advise you to start a conversation with that fellow in the corner – he could talk 
the hind leg off a donkey.
• to talk too much or for a very long time

21. They had brought all their furniture before they had a house: that’s really putting the 
cart before the horse.
• to do things in the wrong order

22. What the government needed was a new leader who would separate the sheep from 
the goats and show the public that dishonesty would no longer be tolerated.
also: to tell/ sort out the sheep from.
• to make clear which people in a particular group are of higher ability than the others

cf. to separate the wheat from the chaff
cf. “And he shall separate them from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the 

goats.” (Matthew, 25:32)
23. He tried to explain the beauty of the music to his pupils but it was just casting pearls 

before swine.
• to offer sth valuable to sb who cannot understand its value
From the Bible: “Give not that which is holy unto dogs, neither cast pearls before 

swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you.” (Matthew, 7:6)
24. You may disapprove of the way your father obtained his money, but if he offers to pay 

for your education it would be silly to look a gift horse in the mouth.
• to look for faults or other things to complain about in sth that is freely offered
Refers to the fact that one can find out how old a horse is by looking at its teeth.

25. We cannot afford to stop trading with certain countries just because we disagree with 
their politics – that would be killing the goose that lays the golden egg(s).
• to destroy the chief cause of one’s profit or success

26. He doesn’t stand a dog’s chance of buying the house this year because the bank 
refuses to lend him money.
• dog’s chance: very small or slight chance of success or victory
also: a cat in hell’s chance/ a snowball’s chance in hell

27. John really got on his high horse some days ago and complained that Bill was trying 
to tell him how to do his job.
also: mounted his high horse
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• to be on/ get on/ ride one’s high horse: to be(come) offended, usu. in an angry or 
proud manner

cf. to come/ get (down) off one’s high horse
28. If you can arrive late, then so can I: what’s sauce for the goose is sauce for the gan-

der.
• what is acceptable or pleasing to one person is acceptable or pleasing to another or 

others
29. The 70s will surely be the decade in which the worm turned. Through a whole net-

work of agencies the “little man” turned on those who oppressed and abused him, and 
answered back.
• the worm turns: a person or group of people that is usually obedient and does not 

cause any trouble becomes forceful when in a difficult situation often as: even a 
worm will turn

30. “According to Jones, his class-room is full of budding geniuses.” – “Oh, all his geese 
are swans. It’s the same story year after year.”
• he believes things to be better than they really are (used to refer to a person who 

thinks that his actions are more important than they really are, that he has a greater 
chance of success than is actually true, etc.)

cf. the grass is (always) greener on the other side (of the fence)
31. Most night owls who have to work or simply can’t get to sleep enjoy listening to the 

radio.
• sb who enjoys staying awake all night

32. He gave me some cock-and-bull story about having to be at his cousin’s engagement 
party.
• a story that is so foolish or stupid that it is unlikely to be believed

33. My brother is a lawyer and my sister is a doctor. They say I am the black sheep of the 
family because I decided to be an actor.
• a person who is bad or in some way not up to the standard of the others in a group

34. He was as proud as a peacock when he passed his driving test at the first attempt.
• very proud, pleased with what one thinks one is or has done

35. I have always found it difficult to talk to my boss, but tomorrow I will have to beard 
the lion in his den when I go to ask for a better job.
• to face sb frightening or powerful, e.g. one’s employer or an opponent, boldly in his 

own surroundings, esp. in order to discuss an important subject or sth about which 
there is disagreement

36. When I tell my parents that Paul and I have decided to call off the wedding they’re 
going to have kittens.
• to be in a very excited state, esp. because one is worried or afraid

37. Harold has really gone to the dogs since his wife died. Looking at him now, it’s hard 
to believe he was once a successful barrister.
• to be no longer of a good quality, character, etc. to be near ruin
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38. The young boy was scolded by his parents and teachers but it was water off a duck’s 
back. He continued to behave as badly as he had done before.
• sth that fails to have any effect on a person, esp. criticism that is not taken notice of

39. You’re upset now. But you’ll soon forget her – after all, there are plenty more fish in 
the sea.
• there are plenty of other people for you to meet and things for you to do (often said 

to comfort a person who has lost a boyfriend or girlfriend)
40. Psychiatry has become rather a sacred cow and appears to have taken over the role 

once held by the parish priest.
• sth that one is not allowed to find fault with but must regard with a great deal of 

respect
41. The only fly in the ointment is that we haven’t got enough money.

• sth or sb that spoils plans, causes trouble, or lowers the value of sth
42. It was obvious that the comedian was a ham; so he soon got the bird.

cf. to give sb the bird
• to express strong disapproval of a person (esp. an actor or singer, a performance) 

often by whistling or calling out so that he leaves the stage
ham: actor whose acting is unnatural, esp. with improbable movements or expression

43. As he spoke he made a beeline for the door.
• to move directly and hurriedly towards sth

44. Now you have gone and done it! This is the last straw that breaks the camel’s 
back.
• the small problem that, when added to a lot of other previous problems, breaks sb’s 

endurance
45. I wouldn’t trust him, he’s a snake in the grass.

• a person with harmful intentions who is not easily recognisable, a hidden enemy
46. I don’t intend to buy a pig in a poke.

• to buy sth before examining it beforehand
47. The judge sentenced the cat burglar to ten strokes of the cat-(-o’-nine tails).

• cat burglar: a burglar who enters houses by climbing up walls, etc.
cat-(-o’-nine-tails): a whip with nine cords, formerly used for punishing prisoners

48. It is twenty miles from here as the crow flies.
• (of a distance) measured in a straight line, esp. not following the roads

49. The hen-pecked husband didn’t dare to go to his friend’s stag-party.
• henpecked (usu. of a man): dominated by woman, usu. his wife, and always doing 

what she tells him to do
stag-party (also: stag-night): a party for men only, esp. one for a man just before he 

gets married
cf. hen-party

50. You can’t make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear. (proverb)
• nothing good can be made from material that is bad or of poor quality
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51. A present or possession which is or becomes burdensome in expense or trouble is gen-
erally called a white elephant.
• a costly possession that is worthless to its owner and only a cause of trouble

52. You can’t hunt with the hounds and run with the hare.
• to support both sides of a dispute
cf. to sit on the fence

53. The thing was no use to him, but he wouldn’t let me have it. He is a real dog in the 
manger.
• a person who stops others from doing or enjoying sth that he does not want or does 

not use himself
54. When he did that he cooked his goose as far as promotion was concerned.

• to ruin the chances of success
55. He’s clever but lazy and always employs someone to do the donkey work for him.

• the hard, often physical or tiring part of a job, piece of work, etc.
56. She’s afraid to say “boo” to a goose.

• to be very or too shy or gentle
57. I sent him off with a flea in his ear. He knows exactly what I think of him.

• a sharp scolding that makes a person go away feeling very foolish, esp. when he has 
made a suggestion or tried to do sth

58. He scored eight bull’s (eyes) in ten shots, i.e. eight times out of ten he hit the bull’s eye.
• also fig.: to do or say exactly the right thing; succeed completely in what one is doing

59. She’s really got a bee in her bonnet about this new scheme.
• to think or talk about sth constantly, to be obsessed with sth

60. That speech of hers certainly set the cat among the pigeons/ put the cat.
• to cause trouble, esp. by doing or saying sth that is unexpected or causes confusion

61. You’re flogging a dead horse trying to get Harry change his mind.
also: beating
• to keep trying to get satisfaction from sth that cannot or can no longer give it; to 

insist on talking about sth that no one is interested in, or has already been thoroughly 
discussed

62. After years of commuting from Brighton to London, he decided to get out of the rat 
race and buy a small farm in Wales.
• (often derog.) the struggle or competition for success in business, one’s job, etc., esp. 

in a larger town or city
63. Inside this bar, a new shift takes over: fresh-faced girls, wearing micro-skirts and 

black tights that fail to conceal puppy fat/ AE: baby fat.
• fat which a child sometimes has and which disappears as the child grows older
cf. puppy love
It’s only puppy love; he’ll grow out of it.

64. The old man must have bats in the belfry – he wears such peculiar clothes.
• silly and foolish
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65. A leopard can’t change its spots and a playboy can’t stop womanising.
• a person’s character, especially if it’s bad, never really changes, even if that person 

might pretend it has
cf. “Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? Then may ye also do 

good, that are accustomed to do evil.” (Jeremiah, 13:23)

1. Translate the following sentences into Ukrainian, pay attention to the idioms.
1. I can’t come today, I’ve got other fish to fry. 2. He is a silly ass. He believes every-

thing he is told. 3. We followed up the clue, but it proved to be a mare’s nest. 4. He took 
to learning English like a duck to water. 5. You can wait till the cows come home. 6. When 
I was working under him he was leading a dog’s life. 7. We went to Cornwall for a holiday 
and had a whale of a time. 8. We are not exactly well off, but we manage to keep the wolf 
from the door. 9. He behaved like a bull in a china shop. 10. This man and his wife lead a 
cat-and-dog life.(cf. to fight like cat and dog) 11. Without my glasses I’m as blind as a bat. 
((less commonly): as a mole) 12. He is the willing horse that does all the work. 13. He is not 
to be trusted. He is a wolf in sheep’s clothing. 14. He decided to take the bull by the horns 
and see the boss about his problem. 15. Don’t let the cat out of the bag. This is supposed to 
be a secret. 16. No wonder he feels sick! He really made a pig of himself last night. 17. He’s 
such an early bird that he usually arrives before anyone else. 18. I smelt a rat when he 
couldn’t produce any means of identification. 19. He won’t change. You can’t teach an old 
dog new tricks. 20. It’s not that I mind giving her a lift home every Tuesday, but what gets 
my goat is the fact that she’s never once offered to pay for the petrol. 21. Don’t be fooled! 
She’s not a bit sad; they’re just crocodile’s tears. 22. When their grandfather died, Rob-
ert and his sister got the lion’s share of his money. 23. We’re off to a stag party tonight. 
David’s getting married on Saturday. 24. Nagging Susan because she smokes too much has 
no effect on her whatsoever – it’s like water off a duck’s back. 25. He thinks that he is (the) 
cock of the walk just because he was captain of the village football team. 26. Don’t expect 
any useful advice from him – he’s been living in a cloud cuckoo land for years. 27. I’m 
catching a train at 6 o’clock in the morning, so I’ll have to be up with the lark.

Who is who?

• Ass, a (silly) – a person who does or says stupid things: Don’t be such an ass! Of 
course you will pass your English exam. Simon always makes an ass of himself when 
he’s had too much to drink.

• Beaver – an eager, sb who is too keen and works harder than they should
• Bird – a) a young woman: Let’s go down to the pub and see if we can pick up/ pull 

a couple of birds.
b) He’s an odd/ rare/ strange bird.
c) old bird: an older woman: The old bird was lecturing the shop assistant about 

the way she had been spoken to.
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• Cat – an insulting word for a woman who you think is unkind or unpleasant
catty: sb who is catty is unpleasant and often says nasty things about other people: 

She’s a liar. Does that sound catty, too?
• Cat-burglar – a thief who gets into a building by climbing up walls, pipes, etc.
• Cow – a silly (old) woman or girl who is considered to be unpleasant in appearance 

or behaviour: You stupid cow! You’ve just burnt a hole in my dress with your ciga-
rette. Linda’s a silly cow – just ignore her.

• Dog, a real – a man who is unpleasant or not to be trusted, or an unattractive woman: 
He tried to steal my money, the dirty dog. She’s a real dog (i.e. very ugly).

• Dog in the manger – sb who will not let other people use or have sth, even though 
they do not need it themselves

• Dog’s-body – a person who has to do all the boring or unpleasant jobs that other 
people don’t want to do: I’m sick of being the general dogsbody around here!

• Duck, a dead – a subject or plan which is no longer worth considering: The plan 
for installing the new machine is a dead duck. We are no longer making that 
product.

• Duck, a lame – a) sb/ sth that is not effective at what they do: His recovery strat-
egy does not mean old-style intervention which just throws money at lame ducks. 
The government refused to invest any more money in a company which never made 
a profit and which it regarded as a lame duck.

b) AE: a person who has had an elected position and is not elected again, a president 
etc. whose period in office will soon end: We hope our governor will be a lame 
duck after election day.

• Duck, a sitting – an easy target (to shoot at or criticise): If he makes stupid state-
ments like this during the debate, he’ll be a sitting duck for the opposing side.

• Duckling, an ugly – sb who is not very attractive or popular as a very young person 
but who is likely to become so as he or she grows older

• Elephant, a white – sth that has cost a lot of money but has no useful purpose: 
That office building is a real white elephant – it’s been empty ever since it was 
built.

• Fish, a queer (odd/ strange) a person who behaves strangely
cf. fish, a cold – unfriendly person who seems to have no strong feelings
• Fox, an old (cunning/ wily/ sly) – a) foxes are traditionally thought to be clever and 

good at deceiving people, so humans are sometimes compared to them: The Presi-
dent is crafty, just like a fox. Are you sure you can trust him – he’s such a cunning/ 
sly/ wily old fox.

b) AE: a sexually attractive woman: John’s girlfriend is quite a fox, isn’t she?
to fox sb (into doing sth): She foxed him into giving her all his money. This puzzle 

has well and truly foxed me.
• Goose, a (silly) (dated) – a silly person: How could you be such a goose as to climb 

on those sharp rocks with no shoes on?
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• Guinea pig – a person used in a scientific test, usually to discover the effect of a 
drug on humans: They’re asking for students to be guinea pigs in their research into 
the common cold. He was used as a guinea pig to test a new cure for AIDS.

• Hog – sb who takes much more than a fair share of sth, esp. by eating too much: 
You’ve eaten it all, (you) hog!

to hog: He’s always hogging the newspapers (i.e. keep them so close that no one else 
can read them).

• Horse, a dark – a) a person who keeps his/ her interests and ideas secret, esp. sb 
who has a surprising skill or ability: Anna’s such a dark horse – I didn’t know she’d 
published a novel.

b) AE: a horse or politician who is a surprise winner in a competition
• Lark – activity, esp. done for amusement, which is slightly bad but not intended to 

cause serious harm or damage: They hid her passport for a lark. We had a few larks 
at school, didn’t we? “Then we let all the air out of her tyres.” – “Oh, what a lark.”

• Pig – a) a person who eats too much: You greedy pig! You’re not having another 
chocolate biscuit! They made (real) pigs of themselves at dinner.

b) a person who is unpleasant or difficult to deal with: What a pig! He refused to 
help, though he could see we were in trouble. He was a real pig to her.

c) a police officer
d) sb who is untidy or dirty: How can you live in such a mess. You’re such a pig!

cf. pigsty
to pig os on sth: She’s always pigging herself on chocolate. We pigged out on the 

delicious cakes and pastries.
• Rat – an unpleasant person who deceives or is not loyal: You cheated me, you dirty rat!
to rat on sb/ sth: be not loyal by giving away secret information, or fail to do sth one 

promised to do: He’s ratted on us. They ratted on their deal/ promise.
• Road-hog – sb who drives too fast without thinking about other people’s safety
• Sea-dog – sb with a lot of experience of ships and sailing
• Snake in the grass – someone who pretends to be your friend but does sth to harm you
• Swine – a person whom you consider to be extremely unpleasant and unkind: Leave 

her alone, you filthy swine! Her ex-husband sounds like an absolute swine.
• Wolf – (dated) a man who tries to have sex with many women
He had the reputation of being a bit of a wolf.
cf. womanizer

What is what?

• Bird of passage – a bird that migrates, i.e. moves from one area to another when the 
season changes; a person that does not stay long in one place, job etc.: At present the 
organization has to rely on young, inexperienced graduates who are usually birds of 
passage.
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• Bird’s eye view, have a – a) to look at sth from very high up so that you can see 
a large area below: Climb to the top of the Eiffel Tower if you want a bird’s eye view 
of Paris. From the plane we had an amazing bird’s eye view of the town.

b) a general report or account of sth, without many details
• Cat-o’-nine-tails – a whip made of nine strings with knots on the end, used in the 

past for punishing people
• Catcall – a loud shout or whistle expressing disapproval, esp. made by young people 

in a crowd jeers and catcalls from the audience
• Cat suit – a tight piece of women’s garment that covers all the body and legs in one piece
• Cat-walk – a narrow path built above the ground: The catwalk along the sides of printing 

presses was greasy and slippery. As a model, when I walk along the catwalk at a fashion 
show, I’m expected to look confident and make the clothes I’m wearing look good.

• Cat’s eyes – small pieces of glass or plastic that are put along the middle and some-
times the sides of a road to reflect the lights of a car in order to show the driver where 
to drive, esp. when it is dark.

• Cat’s whiskers (dated) – sth that one particularly admires or would like to have 
(often a machine or a device): He thinks his new pocket television set is the cat’s 
whiskers and is always talking about it. Look at him strutting around like he’s the 
cat’s whiskers.

• Cock(-)of(-)the(-)walk, the (old-fash.) – a man who is too confident and thinks him-
self better than everyone else

• Cock-and-bull story – a story which is obviously not true, esp. one given as an 
excuse: He gave me a cock-and-bull story about having to be at his cousin’s engage-
ment party.

• Crowbar – a heavy iron bar with a bent end that is used to lift heavy objects off the 
ground or to force things open: The thieves forced one of the shop windows open 
with a crowbar and then stole $10,000 worth of jewellery.

• Crow’s-feet – the little lines around the outside corners of a person’s eyes: This 
moisturizing cream will help to smooth away crow’s feet.

• Crow’s nest – a small enclosed space near the top of a ship’s mast from which a per-
son can see in all directions

• Scarecrow – a model of a person dressed in old clothes and put in a field of growing 
crops to frighten birds away

• Dog collar – a strap worn around a dog’s neck or the stiff white circular piece of 
material worn around the neck by priests and other religious officials

• Dog-fight – a) fight between two military aircraft in which they fly very fast and very 
close to each other

b) a fight between dogs, usually organized for illegal entertainment
• Doghouse – you are in the doghouse if sb is annoyed with you and shows their disap-

proval: I’m in the doghouse because I forget Sam’s birthday. I’ve broken the wife’s 
favourite vase, and now I’m really in the doghouse.
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• Wild-goose chase – a useless search, a chase with no chance of success: It was a wild 
goose chase looking for spare parts for my car. There aren’t any available just now.

• Pig-iron – a type of iron which is not pure, obtained directly from a blast furnace
• Pigsty (AE pigpen) – the building and enclosed area where pigs are kept
fig. a dirty or untidy place: Your bedroom’s a pigsty! Clean up your room. It’s a pigsty.
• Pigtails – a length of hair which is tied at the back or the neck or at each side of the head 

in a plait: A little girl in pigtails presented the bouquet. Jenny wore her hair in pigtails.
• Piggy bank – a small container, sometimes in the shape of a pig, which is used by 

children for saving money
• Pigeonhole – one of a set of small boxes, open at the front, in which letters and mes-

sages are left for different people, esp. in an office or a hotel: Leave the report in my 
pigeonhole when you’ve read it. Joe wants me to check his pigeonhole in the depart-
ment on my way home. You shouldn’t try to put me in a neat pigeonhole – see me as 
an individual. French manufacturers used to put their cars into tight social pigeon-
holes – Renaults, for example, were working-class cars.

• Pigswill – waste food on which pigs are fed, fig, bad or unpleasant food: I can’t eat 
this pigswill. Take it away!

• Rat race – unpleasant situation in business, politics in which people are continuously 
competing against each other for success: Paul went off to a Greek island to escape 
from the rat race. He decided to get out of the rat race and went to work on a farm.

• Shank’s pony/ mare – walking as a means of travelling: As there’s no public trans-
port, I’ll suppose we’ll have to use Shank’s pony.

2. Put the following pairs of words into the sentences.
 bee – bonnet fish – water
 cat – bag fish – sea
 cows – home sheep – family
 bull – horns ants – pants

1. He’s got a _______ in his _______ about only using recycled goods.
2. Pete’s girlfriend has just left him. I told him not to worry. There are plenty more 

_______ in the _______ .
3. I’ve arranged a surprise party for my husband’s birthday. I just hope nobody lets the 

_______ out of the _______ by accident.
4. I went to a disco for the first time in ten years last night. I looked and felt like a 

_______ out of _______ .
5. If you think Jack’s not doing his job properly, you’re going to have to take the 

_______ by the _______ and tell him.
6. Billy just won’t sit still in class. I think he’s got _______ in his _______ .
7. I never liked school. I was always getting into trouble. I suppose I was the black 

_______ of the _______ .
8. I love soaps. I could sit and watch them till the _______ come _______ .
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3. Complete the dialogues with these idioms.
 a. swing a cat c. gone to the dogs
 b. monkeying around d. smell a rat

1. What sort of flat are you looking for?
• Somewhere with a bit more space. There’s not enough room to ________ in my 

living room.
2. Mick told me he was working late tonight.

• But there were no lights on when I passed. I __________ .
3. Would you please stop ________ . You’ll break sth!

• Oh, come on! We’re just having fun.
4. This shopping centre used to be quite good but look at it now.

• I know. It’s really ________ in the last few years.

Now add these nouns to the following.
 donkey (3) camel horse pig
 chicken goose wolf foxed

5. Did you buy that CD I asked you to?
• No. You sent me on a wild _________ chase. I must have tried three shops before 

someone told me it doesn’t come out till November.
6. Bill! What a surprise!

• Duncan! How are you? I haven’t seen you for _______’s years!
7. You can get between twenty and thirty thousand pounds a year as an office manager 

now.
• That’s _________ feed compared to what you can get in the States.

8. Are you sure we’re getting a pay rise next month? Who told you?
• I got it straight from the _______’s mouth. The manager himself told me.

9. You get a company pension, don’t you?
• Yes, it’s not very much but it helps to keep the _________ from the door.

10. Robert likes the sound of his own voice, doesn’t he?
• Yes. He can talk the hind legs off a _________ .

11. And when they took my company car from me, I just had to resign!
• That must have been the straw that broke the ________’s back.

12. If you do the digging, I’ll go and get the seeds.
• Not likely! I don’t see why I should do all the ________ work!

13. I wish you’d tidy your flat up! It’s like a ________-sty !
14. I just didn’t understand. I didn’t know what to do. I was totally _________ !

Look back at the idioms and add the missing verbs.
1. let the ______ out of the bag   6. got a ______ in his/ her bonnet
2. take the ______ by the horns   7. smell a ______
3. send him on a wild ______chase   8. feel like a ______out of water
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4. not enough room to swing a ______  9. haven’t seen you for ______’s years
5. talk the hind legs off a ______ 10. keep the ______ from the door
Have you ever felt like a fish out of water? Where were you?

4. Put these birds into the correct space.
 duck  crow dodo chicken
 hawk  parrot goose sparrow

1. It’s only forty miles from here to Bristol as the _________ flies, but it takes an hour 
by car because the roads are so bad.

2. You have to get used to criticism in this job. It doesn’t bother me now. It’s like water 
off a _________’s back.

3. I’m supposed to be going on holiday tomorrow. I’ve been running round like a 
headless _________ all day trying to get ready.

4. I made a personal phone call from the office and my boss found out about it. She’s 
watching me like a _________ now to make sure I don’t do it again.

5. Really? I can’t believe Carol would say anything to upset you. She wouldn’t say boo 
to a _________ .

6. I’m not surprised Andrea’s so thin. She eats like a _________ .
7. Do you know anything about computers? I’ve just switched mine on and nothing 

happened. It’s as dead as a _________ .
8. I’ve got tickets for the Cup Final on Saturday. Mark has to work and there’s no way 

he’s going to manage to get off. He’s as sick as a _________ about it!

5. Fill in the following words and expressions in the sentences.
 a. in one fell swoop h. an early bird
 b. flown the nest i. with one stone
 c. birds of a feather j. spring chicken
 d. in a flap k. the pecking order
 e. their own nest 1. a little bird
 f. under her wing m. swan around
 g. parrot fashion n. nest egg

1. Calm down. Why are you _________ ? Everything will be all right.
2. At school, we used to learn French verbs _________ .
3. He’s not even a junior manager. He’s way down _________ .
4. My new boss has taken a special interest in my career. She’s taken me ___________ .
5. All my children have grown up and _________ .
6. One stupid comment to the media and your reputation can be destroyed. _________ .
7. My husband really is _________ . He gets up at six every morning.
8. I’m saving carefully. I’ll have a nice little _________ by the time I retire.
9. I don’t like people who return to their home town and _________ in expensive clothes 

and big cars.
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10. Let’s check the timetable and pick up the tickets at the same time. We might as well 
kill two birds _________ .

11. _________ told me you had got engaged. Is it true?
12. I would sack all politicians who feather _________ and I would make sure they were 

banned from public life!
13. I know Sheila looks young, but I can tell you she’s no _________ I should know! 

I was in her class at school.
14. Did you see Jane having lunch with Mary? Two dreadful gossips! I suppose 

_________ flock together!

Look back at the idioms and complete these phrases.
 1. like water off a _________’s back 9. as the _________ flies
 2. kill two _________ with one stone 10. in one fell _________
 3. watching me like a _________ 11. as dead as a _________
 4. took me under his _________ 12. as sick as a _________
 5. running round like a headless _________  13. flown the _________
 6. in a _________ 14. _________ around
 7. _________ fashion 15. _________ order
 8. wouldn’t say boo to a _________ 16. _________ egg
Are you an early bird or do you get up late?

6. Choose an idiom below which you could say when you want to.
1. Describe a room as very small.
2. Tell someone that there are different ways of doing sth.
3. Say that there’s going to be trouble because of what someone has said or done.
4. Remind someone to keep sth secret.
5. Describe what happens when the boss leaves the office for a day or two.
6. Warn someone not to try to find out private information about others.
7. Tell someone they are being jumpy and nervous.
8. Say that someone you know has an annoying personality.
9. Tell someone to stop being too hesitant and careful in expressing their opinion.

10. Tell someone that they will not succeed at what they are trying to do.

 a. When the cat’s away, the mice will play. f. He just rubs me up the wrong way.
 b. There isn’t enough room to swing a cat. g.  That’s put the cat among the 

pigeons.
 c. You’re like a cat on hot bricks. h. Don’t let the cat out of the bag.
 d. There’s more than one way to skin a cat. i. Curiosity killed the cat.
 e. Stop pussyfooting around. j. You haven’t got a cat in hell’s
 chance!


