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THE READING PUBLIC

(by Stephen Leacock)

“Wish to look about the store? Oh, by all means, sir”, said the manager of
one of the biggest book stores in New York. He called to his assistant, “Just
show this gentleman our ancient classics – the ten-cent series”. With this he
dismissed me from his mind.

In other words he had guessed at a glance that I was a professor. The
manager of the biggest book store cannot be deceived in a customer. He
knew I would hang around for two hours, get in everybody’s way, and finally
buy “The Dialogues of Plato” for ten cents.

He despised me, but a professor standing in a corner buried in a book
looks well in a store. It is a sort of advertisement. So it was that standing in a
far corner I had an opportunity of noticing something of this up-to-date
manager’s methods with his real customers.

“You are quite sure it’s the latest?” a fashionably-dressed woman was
saying to the manager.

“Oh, yes, madam, this is Mr Slush’s very latest book, I assure you. It’s
having a wonderful sale.” As he spoke he pointed to a huge pile of books on
the counter with the title in big letters – “Golden Dreams”.

“This book”, said the lady idly turning over the pages, “is it good?”
“It’s an extremely powerful thing”, said the manager, “in fact it’s a mas-

terpiece. The critics are saying that without exaggeration it is the most pow-
erful book of the season. It is bound to make a sensation.”

“Oh, really!” said the lady. “Well, I think I’ll take it then”.
Suddenly she remembered something. “Oh, and will you give me some-

thing for my husband? He is going down south. You know the kind of thing
one reads on vacation?”

“Oh, perfectly, madam. I think we have just what your husband wants.
“Seven Weeks in the Sahara”, 7 dollars; “Six Months in a Waggon”, 6 dollars;
“Afternoons in an Ox-cart”, two volumes, 4 dollars 30 cents. Oh here, now,
“Among the Cannibals of Corfu”, or “Among the Monkeys of New Guinea”,
10 dollars.” And with this the manager laid his hand on another pile as numer-
ous as the pile of “Golden Dreams”.

“It seems rather expensive”, remarked the lady.
“Oh, a most expensive book,” repeated the manager in a tone of enthu-

siasm. “You see, it’s the illustrations, actual photographs of actual monkeys;
and the paper.”

The lady bought “Among the Monkeys”.
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Another lady entered. A widow judging by her black dress.
“Something new in fiction,” repeated the manager, “yes, madam, here’s

a charming thing, “Golden Dreams”, – a very sweet story. In fact the critics
are saying it’s the sweetest thing Mr Slush has done.”

“Is it good?” said the lady.
“It’s a very charming love story. My wife was reading it aloud only last

night. She could hardly read for tears.”
“I suppose it’s quite a safe book?” asked the widow anxiously.
“I want it for my little daughter”.
“I assure you it’s perfectly safe. In fact, it is written quite in the old style,

like the dear old books of the past; quite like” – here the manager paused with
a slight doubt – “Dickens and Fielding and – er – so on”.

The widow bought the “Golden Dreams”, received it wrapped up, and
passed out.

“Have you any good light reading?” called out the next customer in a
loud cheerful voice – he had the air of a man starting on a holiday.

“Yes,” said the manager, and his face almost broke in a laugh. “Here’s an
excellent thing, “Golden Dreams”; quite the most humorous book of the season.
My wife was reading it last night. She could hardly read for laughing.”

After that the customers came and went in a string. To one lady “Golden
Dreams” was sold as exactly the reading for a holiday, to another as the very
book to read after a holiday; another bought it as a book for a rainy day, and
a fourth, as the right sort of reading for a fine day.

“Among the Monkeys” was sold as a sea story, a land story, a story of
the jungle, a story of the mountains; each time at a different price.

After a busy two hours I drew near and from a curiosity that I couldn’t
resist said, “That book, “Golden Dreams”, you seem to think it’s a very won-
derful book?”

The manager knew that I had no intention of buying the book, so he
shook his head. “Frankly speaking, I imagine it’s perfectly rotten.”

“Haven’t you read it?” I asked in amazement.
“Dear me, no!” said the manager. His air was that of a milkman who is

offered a glass of his own milk. “A pretty time I’d have if I tried to read all the
new books. It’s quite enough to keep track of them without that.”

“But those people,” I went on, deeply puzzled, “won’t they be disappointed?”
“By no means !” he said. “They won’t read it. They never do.”
“But at any rate your wife thought it a fine story,” I insisted. The man-

ager smiled widely. “I am not married, sir.”
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NOTES ON THE TEXT
1. His face almost broke into a laugh. – Â³í øèðîêî ïîñì³õíóâñÿ.
2. The customers came and went in a string. – Â³äâ³äóâà÷³ ïîñò³éíî

çàõîäèëè ³ âèõîäèëè.
3. the ten-cent series – ñåð³ÿ êíèæîê, êîæíà ç ÿêèõ êîøòóº 10 öåíò³â
4. at a glance – at once – îäðàçó æ
5. by all means – îáîâ’ÿçêîâî
6. by no means – í³ â ÿêîìó ðàç³
7. to hang around / about – òèíÿòèñÿ

ACTIVE VOCABULARY
to dismiss – send away from one’s employment, from service;
to despise – feel contempt for; consider worthless;
to deceive – cause to believe sth that is false;
fashionably-dressed – dressed in a fashionable manner ;
exaggeration – stretch a description beyond the truth ;
a volume – book, esp one of a set of books ;
a widow – woman who has not married again after her husband’s death;
to wrap up – cover or roll up in;
rotten – decayed; having gone bad;
up-to-date – modern;
to assure – say positively with confidence;
to judge – act as a judge;
fiction – stories, novels and romances invented or imagined;
to doubt- hesitate to believe;
customer – person who buys things;
curiosity- being curious;
huge- very great;

VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR WORK
1. Learn the words given above. Find in the text the sentences

with the new words and expressions. Translate them into Ukrainian.

Phonetic Drill
2. Practice the pronunciation and learn the following words.
Ancient ['eInSqnt], series ['sIqri:z], guess [ges], glance [glQ:ns], de-

ceive [dI'si:v], hour [aVq], finally ['faIn(q)li], despise [dIs'paIz], buried
['berId], advertisement [qd'vE:tIsmqnt], quite [kwaIt], assure [q'SVq],
huge [hju:dZ], idly ['aIdli:], extremely [Ik'stri:mli], exaggeration
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[Ig"zxdZq'reISn], sensation [sen'seISn], enthusiasm [In'Tju:zI"xzqm],
actual ['xktSVql], judge [dZAdZ], charming ['tSQ:mIN], tear ['tIq], anx-
iously ['xNkSqslI], slight [slaIt], doubt [daVt], wrap [rxp], cheering [tSIqrIN],
curiosity ["kjVqrI'Psqti], amazement [q'meIzmqnt]

3. Translate the sentences into Ukrainian. Pay special attention
to the words in italics.

1. I assure you there is no danger.
2. God will judge all men.
3. Truth is always stranger than fiction.
4. I doubt the truth of this report.
6. Mr White has lost some of his best customers.
7. He was burning with curiosity to know what was happening.

4. Match the words with their explanations.
 Words  Explanations
hang about certainly
rotten not at all
to wrap up at once
a widow send away
exaggeration believe sth that is false
to deceive be standing about doing nothing special
to dismiss stretch a description beyond the truth
at a glance a woman who has not married again after

her husband’s death
by no means cover or roll sth up
by all means having gone bad

5. Think of the words that fit the definitions below.
1. decayed, having gone bad_____________________________
2. modern ___________________________________________
3. say positively with confidence _________________________
4. act as a judge ______________________________________
5. stories, novels and romances invented or imagined _________
6. hesitate to believe ___________________________________
7. person who buys things ______________________________
8. being curious _______________________________________
9. very great _________________________________________
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6. Find in the text the English equivalents to the following Ukrai-
nian words.

Ukrainian word English equivalent 
â³äïóñòèòè 
ñòàâèòèñÿ ç ïðåçèðñòâîì 
ìîäíî âäÿãíåíà  
ïåðåá³ëüøåííÿ 
îáìàíóòè  
ñåð³ÿ êíèæîê  
îáîâ’ÿçêîâî 
í³ â ÿêîìó ðàç³  
çàãîðíóòè 
âäîâà 
ïîãàíèé 
òîì 
òèíÿòèñÿ 
ìåíåäæåð 
ñó÷àñíèé 
ðåêëàìà 

 

7. Suggest the Ukrainian equivalent for the following.

English word Ukrainian equivalent 
opportunity 
method 
assure 
huge 
pile 
counter 
powerful 
masterpiece 
vacation 
numerous 
judge 
fiction 
doubt 
customer 
curiosity 
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8. Find out the words written below.

w o d i w n o i t a r e g a g e x

e u m l o v r o s e s f o p r

n o t t e r c i l b u p

r e g a n a m y d a l

s i e r e s m e a r d

9. Complete this table to make word families. Use a dictionary to
help you.

Noun Verb Adjective Adverb 
assistant    
 disappoint   
advertisement    
   anxiously 
  golden  
exaggeration    
  powerful  
humour    
   perfectly 

10.Fill in the blanks with the words from the text.
1. The men were ____________ about at the street corner waiting for

the pubs to open.
2. If you always ____________, people will no longer believe you.
3. The servant was __________ for being lazy and dishonest.
4. You can’t pass the examination without working hard, so don’t

____________ yourself.
5. The ___________ apple injures its neighbours.
6. You’d better __________ well before you go out, put on an over-

coat, and a scarf.
7. Sooner or later we are ____________ to solve this mystery.
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8. The mountain top was ____________ in mist.
9. You ________________ the difficulties.
10.A dish of strawberries and cream is not to be _____________ .

11. Complete the puzzle using the nouns from the text. Translate
the word written down.

14 
1        

2        
 3       

4             
5            

 

6         
7          

 

8             
9          

10          
  

11            
  12          

 

  13           

1. ìåíåäæåð
2. âäîâà
3. òîì

4. ïåðåá³ëüøåííÿ
5. ìîæëèâ³ñòü
6. â³äïóñòêà
7. êëàñèêà

8. ³ëþñòðàö³ÿ
9. çäèâóâàííÿ
10. ïîêóïåöü
11. øåäåâð
12. ñåíñàö³ÿ

13. ïîãàíèé, ç³ïñîâàíèé
14. _______________ ?
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12.Cross out the word that doesn’t go with the others.
1. deceive, despise, charming, assure;
2. ancient, fashionable, anxious, amazement;
3. wrap, widow, manager, volume;
4. cheerfully, proudly, slight, actually;

13.Change the following sentences into the similar ones using
the words from the text.

1. He smiled broadly.
2. The customers kept coming and going out one after another.
3. The professor was offered a series of books each of which cost ten cents.
4. This book is certain to be a sensation.

14.Fill in the blanks with prepositions or adverbs where necessary.
1. “Wish to look __________ the store? Oh, ________ all means,

sir”, said the manager _________ one ____________ the biggest book
stores _________ New York. He called ___________ his assistant, “Just
show this gentleman our ancient classics – the ten-cent series”. __________
this he dismissed me ________ his mind.

_________ other words he had guessed __________ a glance that I
was a professor. The manager ________ the biggest book store cannot be
deceived _________ a customer. He knew I would hang _______________
two hours, get ______ everybody’s way, and finally buy “The Dialogues of
Plato” _________ ten cents.

2. Suddenly she remembered something. “Oh, and will you give me some-
thing ________ my husband? He is going ___________ south. You know
the kind _________ thing one reads _________ vacation?”

“Oh, perfectly, madam. I think we have just what your husband wants. “Seven
Weeks _________ the Sahara”, 7 dollars; “Six Months ________ a Waggon”,
6 dollars; “Afternoons _________ an Ox-cart”, two volumes, 4 dollars 30 cents.
Oh here, now, “________ the Cannibals of Corfu”, or “_______ the Monkeys
of New Guinea”, 10 dollars. ” And __________ this the manager laid his hand
_________ another pile as numerous as the pile of “Golden Dreams”.

3. “Have you any good light reading?” called _________ the next cus-
tomer _________ a loud cheering voice .

“Yes,” said the manager, and his face almost broke _________a laugh.
“Here’s an excellent thing. My wife could hardly read ______________
laughing.”
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___________ that the customer came and went ___________ a string.
______ one lady “Golden Dreams” was sold as exactly the reading
_________ a holiday, ________another as the very book to read ________
a holiday; another bought it as a book ________ a rainy day, and a fourth, as
the right sort __________reading _____________a fine day each time
_________ a different price.

15.Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tense and voice form.
1. The manager of a big store can’t ________ (deceive) in a customer.
2. He ________ (guess) at a glance that I ________ (be) a professor.
3. He _________ (know) I _________ (hang) around for two hours.
4. The manager __________ (know) that I _________ (have) no in-

tention of buying the book.
5. “Among the Monkeys” ________ (sell) each time at a different price.
6. The manager __________ (say) that it ___________ (be) an ex-

tremely powerful thing.
7. My wife ___________ (think) it __________ (be) a good story.

16.Change the following sentences into indirect speech.
1. “The critics are saying that without exaggeration it is the most power-

ful book of the season,” he said. 2. “Oh, will you give me something for my
husband?” asked the lady. 3. “It seems rather expensive,” remarked the lady.
4. “Is it good?” said the lady. 5. “It’s a very charming love story. My wife was
reading it aloud only last night. She could hardly read for tears,” explained the
manager. 6. “Have you any good light reading?” called out the next customer.
7. “Haven’t you read it?” I asked in amazement. 8. The manager smiled
widely: “I am not married, sir”.

17.Choose the correct word and use it in the right form.
1. “Wish to look / looking about the store?”
2. I had an opportunity of notice / noticing something of his new methods.
3. She could hardly read for laugh / laughing.
4. I had no intention of buy / buying the book.
5. I want to take / taking it for my little daughter.

18.Say the same in Ukrainian.
1. With this he dismissed me from his mind.
2. The manager of the biggest store cannot be deceived with the customer.
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3. He despised me, but a professor standing in a corner buried in a book
looks well in a store.

4. The widow received the book wrapped up.
5. His face almost broke in a laugh.
6. His air was that of a milkman who is offered a glass of his own milk.
7. It’s quite enough to keep track of the books without reading them.

19.Say the same in English.
1. Â³í çäîãàäàâñÿ ç ïåðøîãî ïîãëÿäó, ùî ÿ áóâ ïðîôåñîðîì.
2. “Öå íàäçâè÷àéíî ñèëüíà ð³÷, íàñïðàâä³ öå øåäåâð,” – ñêàçàâ

ìåíåäæåð.
3. Â³äâ³äóâà÷ ìàâ âèãëÿä ëþäèíè, ÿêà âèðóøàº íà â³äïî÷èíîê.
4. Ìåíåäæåð çíàâ, ùî ó ìåíå íå áóëî íàì³ðó êóïóâàòè êíèãó.
5. “Â³äâåðòî êàæó÷è, ÿ ââàæàþ, ùî êíèæêà äóæå ïîãàíà”.
6. “Äîáðå á ÿ ïðîâîäèâ ÷àñ, ÿêáè ñïðîáóâàâ ïðî÷èòàòè óñ³ íîâ³ êíèãè”.

READING COMPREHENSION

1. Attention check
Read the text once then state whether the sentences given be-

low are true or false according to the text.
Express your agreement or disagreement with the following state-

ments. Use: ‘In my opinion’, ‘I agree’, ‘I can’t agree with it’.
1. The manager offered the professor the ten-cent series because the

professor was poor and couldn’t afford to buy more expensive books.
2. The manager knew the customers very well so he was sure the pro-

fessor would choose the necessary book himself.
3. The fashionably-dressed woman insisted on having the latest book

and was really interested in the most recent literature.
4. The books which the manager offered the customers were rather

expensive, with illustrations, photographs and good paper.
5. Such books as “Golden Dreams” were really exciting and worth buying.
6. The manager said quite different things about the same book to dif-

ferent customers because he had learned the contents of the books very well.
7. The author perfectly knew such classical authors as Dickens and

Fielding and could quote many famous men of literature.
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8. The manager didn’t have a high opinion of all his customers.
9. The manager’s wife read a lot and retold the books to her husband in

order to help him to sell the books.
10. The manager’s only aim was not to disappoint people with the book

they had bought.

2. Test your understanding of the text.
1. The manager lost all the interest in the professor and dismissed him

from his mind because the professor
a) was interested in the special literature
b) didn’t have enough money to buy expensive books
c) wanted to buy some good light reading

2. The professor in a store was a sort of
a) fun
b) commercial
c) trouble

3. The manager’s methods with his real customers were
a) old
b) modern
c) ordinary

4. The fashionably-dressed woman was turning over the pages
a) with enthusiasm
b) with interest
c) lazily

5. The woman bought the book ________________ for her husband.
a) “Among the Cannibals of Corfu”
b) “Afternoons in an Ox-cart”
c) “Among the Monkeys of New Guinea”

6. The book “Golden Dreams” was sold to the woman in mourning as
a) the most humorous book of the season
b) the most powerful book of the season
c) a very charming love story

7. The book “Among the Monkeys” was sold as
a) the very book to read after a holiday
b) as the right sort of reading for a fine day
c) as a sea story
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8. The manager succeeded in selling books owing to the fact that he
a) was well-read and could discuss all the books in the store
b) sold books each time at a different price
c) perfectly knew his customers.

3. Who said the following? Under what circumstances?
1. “Just show this gentleman our ancient classics – the ten-cent series.”
2. “Are you quite sure it’s the latest?”
3. “It’s an extremely powerful thing, in fact it’s a masterpiece. The crit-

ics are saying that without exaggeration it is the most powerful book of the
season. It is bound to make a sensation. ”

4. “Oh, and will you give me something for my husband? He is going
down south. You know the kind of thing one reads on vacation?”

5. “It seems rather expensive.”
6. “Oh, a most expensive book. You see, it’s the illustrations, actual pho-

tographs of actual monkeys; and the paper. ”
7. “Frankly speaking, I imagine it’s perfectly rotten. ”
8. “A pretty time I’d have if I tried to read all the new books. It’s quite

enough to keep track of them without that.”
9. “I am not married, sir. ”

Discussion
1. Who was the first customer in the book store?
2. Why did the manager offer the professor the tent-cent series?
3. Did the manager of the book store understand his customers very well?
4. Did the manager consider the professor his real customer?
5. What kind of book did the fashionably-dressed woman want to buy?
6. Were the customers of the book store really interested in the most

recent literature?
7. How did the manager describe quite different books to different cus-

tomers?
8. How can you characterize such books as “Golden Dreams”?
9. Why does a shop assistant have to keep track of the books on sale?
10. Why, in your opinion, was the manager so successful in selling books?
11. Do you think all means are good for achieving one’s aim in business?
12. What kind of literature are you interested in?
13. How do you choose books?
14. What kind of books do you keep in your home library?
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