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A number/ the number
1) A number of handicapped children are educated at home. 2) Each year the 
number of students enrolled in preschool increases. 3)  Because of landmine 
detonations, there are a large number of amputees. 4)  National and city 
governments subsidize a number of newspapers. 5) Our commerce, our wealth, 
and the extent of our territories have increased in corresponding proportions, 
and the number of independent communities associated in our Federal Union 
has since that time nearly doubled. 6) A large number of invitations have been 
sent. 7)  Every effort will be made to enlist the required number of young men. 
8)  I decided not to go, for a number of reasons. 9)  All great things are only 
a number of small things that have carefully been collected together. 10) The 
number of people that will not go to a show they don’t want to see is unlimited. 
11)  Despite social programs, the number of street children has increased. 
12) There are a number of reasons why a woman’s personality makes her a more 
competent driver.

Accept/ receive

Ex. 1
1) They offered him the job, and he accepted it. 2) You will be charged a late 
fee if the electric company does not receive your payment on time. 3) You will 
receive a discount if you spend over $ 100. 4)  The store doesn’t accept credit 
cards. 5) They accepted some applications and rejected others. 6) He receives an 
injection once a week to treat his allergies. 7) She received the news of his death 
with remarkable calmness. 8) I accept your apology. 9) He behaved badly, and 
now he has to accept the consequences. 10) She was accepted at/by Georgetown 
University. 11)  The results of the study were received with considerable 
skepticism. 12) The ambassador received his guests as they arrived at the party. 
13) The club accepted her as a member but rejected her sister. 14) I received a 
letter/call from her yesterday.

Ex. 2
1) She was in London to accept an award for her latest novel. 2)  I received a 
phone call from your mother. 3) I offered her an apology, but she wouldn’t accept 
it. 4) I accept full responsibility for the failure of the plan. 5) They received a visit 
from the police. 6) The new telephones will accept coins of any denomination. 
7) She died after receiving a blow to the head. 8) We’ve offered her the job, but 
I don’t know whether she’ll accept it. 9) I’ve just accepted an invitation to the 
opening-night party. 10) I’ve been invited to their wedding but I haven’t decided 
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yet whether to accept. 11) Members of Parliament received a 4.2 % pay increase 
this year.

Accident/ incident
Ex. 1
1) It was an embarrassing incident. 2) He was injured in an accident at work. 
3) The suspects were arrested without incident. 4) It was a fatal accident on the 
motorway between Paris and Lyons. 5) “I’m sorry that I broke the bowl.” “That’s 
OK. It was just an accident.” 6) Aside from a few isolated incidents, the crowd 
was well-behaved. 7) The anniversary of the massacre passed without incident. 
8) The accident happened when her car slid on a patch of ice. 

Ex. 2
1) We got in a car accident./ We had a car accident. 2) Investigators are still trying 
to determine the cause of the accident. 3) We just want to put that embarrassing 
incident behind us. 4) Two people were shot yesterday in two separate incidents. 
5) He was killed in a car accident. 6) The accident was caused by ice on the road. 
7) Seven men were killed in a serious mining accident yesterday.

Ache (дієслово)/ hurt
Ex. 1
1) Her muscles were aching from shoveling snow. 2) Ouch! That hurts! 3) After 
running the marathon, his body ached for a week. 4) The candy’s so sweet that it 
makes my teeth ache. 5) His heart ached for the children begging on the streets. 
6) My tooth/back still hurts me. 7) The injection didn’t hurt at all. = It didn’t hurt 
a bit. 

Ex. 2
1)  My head/ tooth/ back aches. 2)  She says that her ear hurts her when she 
touches it. 3) I ache/ I’m aching all over. 4) Her legs ached after shopping as she 
had been on her feet all day long. 5) I’ve got one or two aching muscles after 
yesterday’s run. 6) My head has been aching all day long. 7) Tell me where it 
hurts. 8) My eyes hurt when I look at the sun. 9) Ouch! That hurts! 10) When I 
touch my wound, it still hurts.

Ache (іменник)/ pain
Ex. 1
1) He had a dull ache in his back from lifting boxes all day. 2) I feel a dull/sharp 
pain if I touch the bruise. 3) The medication may upset your stomach but if you 
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experience acute abdominal pain call your doctor. 4) She looked through the 
old pictures with a dull ache in her heart. 5) I’ve had chronic back pain since the 
accident. 6) It was obvious that she was in pain.

Ex. 2
1) As you get older, you have all sorts of aches and pains. 2) These tablets should 
help to ease the pain. 3) I felt a sharp pain in my foot. 4) I’ve got a dull ache in my 
lower back. 5) I’ve had a stomach ache all morning. 6) Her symptoms included 
abdominal pain and vomiting. 7) Are you in pain? 8) She was in constant pain. 
9) The doctor asked whether I had my stomach ache after eating. 10) He’s been 
suffering (from) various aches and pains for years. 11) When he fell down on the 
slippery road he felt a sharp pain in his back.

Acquire/ obtain/ get
1) I was wearing a newly/recently acquired jacket. 2) Where did you get your 
radio from? 3) In the second experiment they obtained/ got a very clear result. 
4) I seem to have acquired two copies of this book. 5) I managed to get all three 
suitcases for under $ 200. 6)   During this period he acquired a reputation for 
being a womanizer. 7) First editions of these books are now almost impossible 
to obtain/ get. 8) How much did he get for his car? 9) Sugar is obtained/ got by 
crushing and processing sugar cane. 10) We’re trying to ensure that our child 
gets a good education. 11) We moved on a Saturday afternoon, my father having 
obtained permission to use his firm’s lorry.

Admit/ confess/ acknowledge

Ex. 1
1)  A quarter of all workers admit to taking time off when they are not ill. 
2)  Occasionally people confess to crimes they haven’t committed just to 
get attention. 3)  After questioning, he admitted/ confessed to the murder. 
4)  No organization has admitted responsibility for the bombing. 5)  Claire 
acknowledged/ admitted that she was guilty. 6)  The government must 
acknowledge what is happening and do something about it. 7) This is a fact that 
most smokers readily acknowledge. 8) Edwards confessed to being a spy for the 
KGB. 9) Greene admitted causing death by reckless driving. 10) My husband 
confessed/ admitted he’d been having an affair with a woman in his office.

Ex. 2
1) She admitted (that) she had made a mistake./ She admitted making a mistake. 
2) The government won’t even acknowledge/ admit the existence of the problem. 
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3) I have to confess (that), when I first met your husband, I didn’t think he was 
very bright. 4) At first he denied stealing the money but he later admitted (to) 
it. 5) He has confessed to the murder. 6) Historians generally acknowledge her 
as a genius in her field. 7) I wasn’t entirely honest with him, I admit, but I didn’t 
actually tell him any lies. 8)  She confessed to her husband that she had sold 
her wedding ring. 9) She is acknowledged to be one of the best artists. 10) He 
confessed to sleeping/having slept through most of the film. 11) I found it all 
very confusing, I must confess. 12)  You must acknowledge/ admit the truth 
of her argument. 13)  She acknowledged/ admitted having been at fault./ She 
acknowledged that she had been at fault. 14) They refused to acknowledge the 
new government. 15) You must admit it is a tempting offer.

Adopt/ adapt
Ex. 1.
1) They were unable to have children of their own, so they decided to adopt. 
2) When children go to a different school, it usually takes them a while to adapt. 
3) They decided to adopt a child. 4) He adapted the novel for the stage. 5) These 
fish all adapt easily to colder water. 6) The teachers adapted the curriculum so 
that students of all abilities will benefit from it. 7) He was adopted as an infant. 
8) Their boss has recently adopted a friendlier manner. 9) The movie was adapted 
from the book of the same title. 10) She has adapted to college life quite easily. 
11)  We adopted some of the local customs. 12)  The author Samuel Clemens 
adopted the name “Mark Twain”.

Ex. 2
1)  It took me a while to adapt to the new job. 2)  The new tax would force 
companies to adopt energy-saving measures. 3) The good thing about children 
is that they adapt very easily to new environments. 4) He’s adopted a remarkably 
light-hearted attitude towards the situation. 5) These demonstrations can also be 
adapted for general audiences. 6) They’ve adopted a baby girl. 7) Davies is busy 
adapting Brinkworth’s latest novel for television. 8) She had the child adopted. 
9) They have no children of their own, but they’re hoping to adopt. 10) We had 
to adapt our plans to fit Jack’s timetable. 11) We need to adopt a similar approach 
to deal with nuclear weapons. 12) The play has been adapted for children.

Advertising/ advertisement
Ex. 1
1) We spend $ 5 million a year on advertising. 2) The Sunday papers are full of 
advertisements for cars. 3) He works in advertising. 4) She saw an advertisement 
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for a ski vacation in Vermont. 5)  Both candidates are spending millions on 
television advertising. 6)  They put an advertisement in The Morning News, 
offering a high salary for the right person. 7) The organizers of the concert had 
taken out a full page advertisement in The New York Times. 8) Only a handful 
of people answered the advertisement. 9) The advertisement will appear in three 
magazines. 10) I saw an advertisement for a new car on TV last night. 11) It is 
the division of a business that is responsible for advertising. 12) The rusted car 
on the lot was not much of an advertisement for the car dealership. 13) He is 
looking for a job in advertising. 

Ex. 2
1) Many advertisements are designed to generate increased consumption of the 
products and services through the creation and reinforcement of brand image 
and brand loyalty. 2) Advertising is often placed by an advertising agency on 
behalf of a company. 3) Advertisements can also be seen on the seats of grocery 
carts, on the walls of an airport walkway, on the sides of buses. 4) Advertisements 
are usually placed anywhere an audience can easily and frequently access visuals, 
audio and print. 5) Organizations which frequently spend large sums of money 
on advertising but do not strictly sell a product or service to the general public 
include: political parties, interest groups, religion-supporting organizations, 
and militaries looking for new recruits. 6) Advertising spending has increased 
dramatically in recent years. In the United States alone in 2006, spending on 
advertising reached $ 155 billion, reported TNS Media Intelligence. 7) We saw a 
television/newspaper advertisement for a new car.

Advice/ advise
1) Steven gave me some good advice. 2) I’d advise waiting until tomorrow. 3) I 
think I’ll take your advice and get the green dress. 4) I’d strongly advise against 
making a sudden decision. 5) All his advice is good, but I won’t take it. 6) They’re 
advising that children be kept out of the sun altogether. 7) Can I give you a piece 
of advice? 8) I need some advice on which computer to buy. 9)   My advice is 
to go by train. 10) She advises the President on foreign policy. 11) We went to 
Paris on Sarah’s advice. 12) I think I’d advise him to leave the company. 13) He 
followed the doctor’s advice.

Affect/ effect (noun)/ effect (verb)
1) Both buildings were badly affected by the fire. 2) I think I’m suffering from the 
effects of too little sleep. 3) The divorce affected every aspect of her life. 4) I tried 
taking tablets for the headache but they didn’t have any effect. 5) It’s a disease 


